





ISRAEL 


PROJECTED EXPORTS TO LEBANON 
Tel Aviv YOMAN HASHAVU'A in Hebrew 21 Jan 83 p7 


[Interview with Gideon Patt, Minister of Industry & Commerce; date and place 
not specified] 


[Excerpts] "Israeli exports to Lebanon which amount to about a billion dollars 
annually--that 1s my projection regarding the commercial ties between the two 
countries after the agreement between us is signed," Gideon Patt, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce stated to YOMAN HASHAVU'A. 


The minister added that even today Iecael exports goods worth many tens of 
millions of dollars to Lebanon monthly. "With the signing of the agreement," 
he says, "the cornerstone will be laid for a new commercial era in the Middle 
Fast and for the establishment of a common market for the countries of the 
region--similar to the European Common Market. For this economic goal which 
will stand on an international level, abundant capital which is held by the 
Arabs will be contributed, and a great deal of know-how which is in the hands 
of Israel. Lebanon will become a gateway and a passage for Israeli manufacture 
which will flow to the neighboring Arab countries. Even now significant 
Israeli output--agricultural, industrial, clothing products such as shoes--are 
flowing to the Arab countries, among them Kuwait and Bahrain. Currently we 
are discussing export which amounts to hundreds of millions of dollars. 


[Question] Why, then, has something like this not happened with Egypt, with 
which a peace treaty has been signed. Is that only because of the "cold war" 
which exists between us, as it 1s labeled by Foreign Minister Shamir? 

fAnswer] In Egypt commerce and the economy are state controlled, whereas in 
Lebanon and Israel we are talking about private initiative. The Lebanese will 
be our most loyal brokers. Together with them we shall arrive at a change in 
the economic map of the region. The economic structure of Israel and Lebanon 
in which, as we have stated, the initiative is free, is able to bring about 
the creation of a common Mediterranean market and to be the seed for an inter- 
national financial center. Nor can the opening of a common bank for Israel 
and Lebanon be dismissed as an impossibility. 


Question] Who, by your projection, will be the consumers of our products? 
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le are discussing a population of many tens of millions of people-- 
In this new situation there will be a great economic advan- 
and particularly, for Lebanon, which will 
after the damage caused to it as 
uction by the terrorist organi- 


(Answer] ¥ 
over 100 million. 
tage not only for Israel, but also, 
be rebuilt and will enjoy new economic pride, 

a result of the Syrian incursion and the destr 





zations. 


[Question] What is the current export of Israel annually? 
imately 5 billion dollars: three and one 


fAnswer! Our export totals approx 
one billion dollars of diamonds, 


half billion dollars of manufactured products, 
and one-half billion dollars of agricultural products. 


(The full interview will be published in the next edition.) 


Adar Kaiserl 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


MAYORS' DEPOSITION EXTENDED--The civilian administration has extended by 
another year the validity of the deposition of the Nabulus, Ramallah and 
al-Birah mayors who were members of the National Guidance Committee. The 
deposed mayors are Bassam al-Shak'ah, Karim Khalaf and Ibrahim al-Tawil. 
Our correspondent Pinhas "Inbari reports that according to Jordanian law 
the deposed mayors are entitled to ask to be reinstated if the validity of 
their deposition is not extended after a year. Our correspondent reports 
that the supporters of Jordan in these three towns are now discussing 
whether or not to agree that Israel appoint mayors from their ranks. 
Jordan has informed them it will not oppose this. [Text] [TA082017 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 2000 GMT 8 Mar 83] 


W. BANK SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT--One thousand, seven hundred housing units 
are being started in the city of Ari‘el in Samaria. Also planned are a 
sport center and a science-based industrial complex to provide employment 
for the residents. At the nearby settlement of Qarne Shomron 200 lots are 
to be released for private building and the Housing Ministry will put up 
400 housing units. Altogether about 7,000 housing units are now going up 
in Judaea and Samaria. [Text] [TA100630 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 


English 0500 GMT 10 Mar 83] 


ARAB EMPLOYEES--During February 62,814 workers from Judaea, Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip were employed in Israel in contrast with 63,099 in January, 

and these are record figures since the 6-day war. [TA081924 Tel Aviv 

ITIM in Hebrew 1600 GMT 8 Mar 83] 


EUROPEAN EXPORTS PROFITABILITY DOWN--While on the average there was no 
change in the profitability of industrial exports in 1982 compared with 
1981, the profitability of exports to Europe fell by 3-5 percent, if not 
more. This has been determined by the committee examining the profitability 
of industrial exports (excluding diamonds) which was appointed by the 
director general of the Finance Ministry. [TA081924 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV 

in Hebrew 8 Mar 83 p 10} 


ALIGNMENT, INDEPENDENT LIBERALS MERGER AGREEMENT—Tel Aviv, 10 Mar (ITIM)-- 
A merger agreement between the Alignment and the Independent Liberals was 
signed this afternoon in a meeting of the Labor Party Bureau Secretariat 

in Tel Aviv. The agreement was signed by Labor Party Chairman Shim'on Peres 
and Mr Moshe Qol. MK's Victor Shemtov and Shulamit Aloni will sign the 











agreement later on behalf of the other Alignment components. Among other 
things, the agreement states that the merger was carried out in order to 
increase the chances of changing the Likud government and its policy, to 
maintain a democratic regime, to heal the economy and to tighten the 
alliance between Israel and the Jewish people in the Diaspora. The agree- 
ment further states that the Independent Liberal members will be ranked 

in the list to the 1lth Knesset by a party committee no later than 3 months 
before the elections. Independent Liberal members will be accorded freedom 
of vote on matters of conscience and religion and on the issue of compulsory 
arbitration in the vital services. [Excerpts ] [TA101607 Tel Aviv ITIM 


in Hebrew 1505 GMT 10 Mar 83] 


CONDITION FOR CAMP DAVID--The village leagues in Judaea and Samaria stated 
that they would accept the Camp David accords only if Israel recognizes 
Arab sovereignty over the occupied territories. This statement is included 
in the political guidelines of the village leagues which were endorsed in 

a meeting last week. Our correspondent Pinhas 'Inbari points out that the 
village leagues had to date supported the Camp David accords without any 
conditions. He adds that the formulation of such guidelines became possible 
after the expulsion of Muhammad al-Nasir from the Hebron area village league. 
Al-Nasir was opposed to Mustafa Dudin's line and demanded that the village 


leagues be organized into a political party. [Text] [TA130921 Jerusalem 


Domestic Service in Hebrew 0900 GMT 13 Mar 83] 





IDF PLANS INCLUDE LEBANON STAY--Tel Aviv (ITIM) --The IDF's schedule for 
1983-1984 takes into account its remaining in Lebanon, but also includes 
rhe establishment of new land, sea and air units, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Aluf {Maj Gen] Moshe Levi told a veterans group here yesterday. Levi told 
rembers of the Tzavta Association-~-veterans of regular IDF service--that 
IDF plans have to take into account intelligence estimates of an increase 
in enemy sirengt’, including the introduction of new weapons. He said more 
emphasis wou e placed in the coming year on intelligence estimates, and 
care would be taken to draw conclusions from the lessons of the Lebanon 
war, Training and research would also be enhanced, said Levi. "The 1983 
work programme follows a war," Levi said, "and in the schedule we have to 
sive answers to the special questions of this situation.” Chief of Staff 
(Lt Gen} Refa'el Eytan spoke yesterday at a gathering of Nahal 
soldiers in Tel Aviv. He was greeted with loud and sustained applause when 
he praised the troops for succeeding in a difficult service, "whose objec- 
+ives demand hard labour and training." [Text] [TA110720 Jerusalem 

THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Mar 83 p 2] 
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ISRAEL-EGYPT MANUFACTURING PROJECT--Israeli companies are planning to coordinate 
+ of candies and to set up candy manufacturing enterprises in Egypt. 

: C he Egyptian candy market by Israeli exporters have revealed the 

existence of plans to broaden the production of candies and chocolate by about 

00 tons annually and to establish a new venture in the duty-free area of 

lue of these projects 1s about 5 million dollars. About 


Port Sail'd. The vaiue 

80% of the candy manufactured in Egypt 1s concentrated in two public companies 
and the remainder of the candy output is divided among 260 private enterprises. 
Production of the public sector candies there comes to apout 85 thousand tons, 
with a value of about 150 million dollars. The private sector specializes in 
such products as halvas destined for the local market and for export. [By Dan 
Ahigail] [Text! [Tel Aviv YOMAN HASHAVU'A in Hebrew 21 Jan 83 p 7} 8090 

















JUVENILE DELINQUENTS--Dr Menahem HorowitZ, 
tc inistry of Labor and Social Betterment, reported to the Knes- 


tions a 
' 


set's committee for educacion and culture that 
by youth in Israel, 
of the occupied territories). 
Horowitz, but also a social problem. 


residents 
warned Dr 


he M 





Chief of [Department of} Correc- 


of all the crimes committed 
47 percent are committed by Arabs (21 percent of them 
This is not only a security problem, 
In contrast to this, the per- 


centage of Asian/Atrican youth involved in crime decreased somewhat and is 


now 78 percent 
are 
are 
the 
to 5.6 percent 
9348 


Sixty-six percent of those committing crimes are students, 
and 1l percent are neither studying nor work- 
children of families with many children. Dr Horowitz also 
percentage of youth using drugs rose from 3.3 percent in 1978 
in 1981. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 12 Jan 83 p 2] 


working youth, 


WATER SUPPLIES--For the first time in 30 years we will be returning to the 


ocean some of 


representative, 
tive pointed out that this year 


be increased. 
Co 


what we owe after overdraining it all those years, 


the water 
Tsemah Yishai, told MA'ARIV yesterday. The water representa- 
the drawing of water from the Kinneret will 


Along with this, the penetration of salt water from the sea 


ubterranean levels in the region of the coast will be stopped, and in 


this way the danger of affecting the quality of the ocean will be reduced. 


The rains which fell in the past 
markedly, and this year will go 
situation in Israei. 
fallen 
the start of the season and added 65 


fall had 


Pe ¢ ster ~ 
By Anaron 
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CSO: 
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2 weeks improved Israel's water balance 
down as an "excellent winter" for the water 
As of yesterday, about 60 percent of the annual rain- 
the Kinneret rose 40 centimeters since 
million cubic millimeters of water. 
MA'ARIV in Hebrew 25 Jan 83 Pp 16] 
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_ The water level of 
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JORDAN 


AGREEMENT REACHED WITH IRAQ OVER ECONOMIC INTEGRATION, WATER, OIL AID 


Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 18 Feb 83 pp l, 3 


/Article: "Positive Results in the Economic Talks with Iraq: Discussion of 
the Plan to Export Iraqi Oil by Pipeline over Jordanian Territory!'/ 


/Text/ Mr Walid 'Asfur, minister of industry and trade, has announced that 
Iraq has given agreement in principle to the project to export Iraqi crude 
oil over Jordanian territory via a special pipeline which will go from the 
Iraqi oil fields and pass through Jordanian territory from the north to 


al-‘'Aqabah. 


Mr 'Asfur, who had been reviewing the conclusions of the discussions the 
Jordanian economic delegation held recently in Baghdad, told BATRA's cor- 
respondent that the Jordanian and Iraqi parties had reached agreement on the 
execution of positive new steps along the road to cooperation and integration 


between the two fraternal countries. 


He added that the discussions covered the continuation of the program of the 
project to pipe Euphrates water to Jordan; the stages of the study of the pro- 
ject, especially as regards the point where the water would be withdrawn, the 
route of the line, the pumping stations, the electric power needed to operate 
these stations and the provision of 160 million cubic meters of water to 


Jordan were reviewed. 


Agreement was also reached in the area of trade, to raise the volume of trade 
between the two countries above its former level and to allocate 15 million 
dinars' worth of Jordanian goods that can be exported to Iraq through the 
Jordanian Commercial Center in Baghdad, on top of direct Jordanian exports, 
which lie outside the allocations to the center and exceeded 70 million dinars 


last year. 


Mr Walid 'Asfur, the minister of industry and trade, praised the positive re- 
sults of the talks the Jordanian economic delegation held with Iraqi officials 
during the visit the delegation made to Baghdad this week, which dealt with 
all areas of cooperation and integration between the two fraternal countries. 


we went on to state, in an interview with BATRA's correspondent, that the dis- 
cussions he held in his meetings with the first deputy prime minister, the 
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ministers of commerce, oil, and transportation, and the directors of organiza- 
tions included a discussion of all aspects of cooperation in the fields of 
commerce, industry, irrigation, water, oil and telecommunications between the 
two countries. The signing of a joint protocol resulted from these talks, 
containing a reference to all the issues which had been the subject of dis- 
cussion in the meetings of the Jordanian-Iraqi ministerial committee in 


Baghdad . 


Concerning the most important conclusions reached, the minister said that 
agreement was reached in the area of trade on increasing the volume of trade 
between the two countries above its former level. Fifteen million dinars' 
worth of Jordanian goods that can be exported to Iraq have been allocated 
through the Jordanian Commercial Center in Baghdad, aside from the direct 
Jordanian exports that lie outside the allocations to the center. These were 
in excess of 70 million dinars last year. 


te added that the same amount was allocated for Iraqi goods devoted to the 
Iraqi Commercial Center in Amman; attention has been given to keeping exports 
to Iraq in line with the import program that has been set up there, in the 
Light of Ireq's policy at the present time, which is concentrated in giving 
priority to the war effort and combat requirements. 


He said that agreement had been reached on the exchange of visits between 
trade delevations in the two fraternal countries, participation in special, 
specific fairs held in both countries, grant of preference to Jordanian out- 
out of thread produced by the Jordanian Textile Company, coordination in the 
-anufacture of cardboard and packaging and canning products, the importation 
of Iraqi sulphur for use in the agricultural and industrial field, and also 
the start of negotiations with the Jordanian Retirement Fund to establish a 


fodder plant relying on Iraqi date by-products. 
Transport and Communications 


In the field of transport and communications, the minister stated that a re- 


a e 


view was made of the executive steps that had been taken to achieve a micro- 
rave detween Jordan and Iraq, expand the telecommunications system, improve 
rhe process for transferring goods coming to Iraq via al-'Aqabah, provide 
reasonable Jordanian warehouse capacity in order to store up grain and flour 
coming to Lraq and milled in Jordan, support and consolidate air transport 
activity between the two countries, increase its volume and provide special 


facilities for the two countries’ aircraft. 


In the field of agriculture and irrigation, the minister pointed out that he 
had agreed to increase the volume of trade in agricultural products, eggs and 


canned foods. 


The Jordanian party has also agreed to offer full facilities to an Iraqi tech- 
nical team which will visit Jordan to become informed about Jordanian experi- 
ences in the area of drip irrigation, whose feasibility has been established, 
and to continue the program of the project to pipe Euphrates water to Jordan. 
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The stages of the study of the project were reviewed, especially as rezards 
the point at which the water is to be withdrawn, the pump stations, and the 
electric power needed to operate these stations, to provide 160 million cubic 


meters of water to Jordan. 
Oil 


In the field of oil, the minister pointed out that the Iraqi party has given 
agreement in principle to the project to export Iraqi crude oil over Jordanian 
territory via a special Line going from the Iraqi oilfields over Jordanian 
territory from the north to al-'Aqabah. The practical steps for carrying this 


project out were discussed. 


In the realm of industry, the two parties agreed to stimulate the activities 

of the Lraqi-Jordanian Industrial Company, which was registered at the end of 
last year with capital of 20 million dinars, to be paid in equal shares by 

the two countries; it will take charge of establishing joint industries which 
will brine about integration between the Jordanian and Iraqi markets and will 
also set out a system for achieving industrial coordination between existing 
industries in the two countries in a manner that will bring about integration 
between the two of them, avoid the emergence of harmful competition and divers- 
ify production in a manner serving the needs of the two markets. 


The Ministerial Meeting 


The Minister said that he represented Jordan while he was present in Baghdad 
at the ministerial meeting of the Asian group that met there in the period 
starting the 14th of this month and that representatives of 35 Asian countries, 
of the countries belonging to the Group of 77,took part init. In addition, 


there were observers representing international organizations belonging to the 
United Nations. 


He pointed out that in addition to organizational matters the people at the 
meeting discussed a number of international issues, including the current in- 
ternational economic situation, with particular emphasis on development, the 
issues of basic commodities and fluctuations in the prices of these commodi- 
ties, international trade, protection policies, financial and monetary issues, 
the developments that have occurred in financial and monetary conditions con- 
nected with trade and development, especially in the developing countries, 

and the progress that has been realized in the new action program on behalf 
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of the Least developed countries. 


The minister made his statement at the inaugural session, reviewing the cur- 
rent international economic situation in general and the effect the internat- 
ional political struggles have had on the course of the international econom- 


ic process. 


He also addressed himself to the dangers that are hanging over the world as 
a result of this crisis and the efforts that have been made so far to resolve 
them in the international and regional contexts. 

















A New Economic Order 





In his statement, he said that it was necessary to strive to establish a new 
economic order that was more just and competenf, concentrating on basic struc- 
tural expressions that will make the developing countries more able to rely 
on themselves, and that it was necessery that this new order try to protect 
the raw materials and export products of the developing countries from price 


fluctuations. 


In his statement, he called for limitations on the exaggerated policy of 
trade protection which the industrial countries are imposing with the objec- 
tive of restricting the developing countries’ exports to them. 


In his statement the minister praised Iraq's perseverant stand against the 
dangers hovering over it and its call for peace and new blood, and he con- 
demned the blatant Iranian aggression against Iraq's territory and people. 


He requested the peoples of the world to support and back the Palestinian 
people in their constant struggle against the Zionist movement and repeated 
oppressive Israeli aggressions against Arab territory. 


The General Declaration 


The minister spoke to BATRA's correspondent about the most important sections 
contained in the General declaration which issued from the meeting and ex- 
pressed the viewpoint of the countries of the Asian group. He said that the 
seople at the meeting, through the communique, expressed their anxiety over 
the spread of the economic crisis which has started in the economies of the 
developing countries and has become more severe and widespread in view of the 
fact that basic corrective measures have not been approved. The developing 
countries are faced with a severe balance of payments deficit. 


The people at the meeting also expressed their belief that the current inter- 
national economic system is operating in the three fields of basic commodities, 
rrade and finance in a manner which is imposing a serious burden on the devel- 
oping countries, which are in reality the weaker parties in the international 


community 


They expressed their extreme anxiety over the fact that the rate of growth in 
-he developing world has declined to below the obligating levels. 


The Basic Commodities 


He said that the people at the meeting called insistently for a renewed 
political impetus to carry out the integrated program on basic commodities, 
and they requested that the countries rapidly approve the agreement on the 
special fund for basic commodities and also the negotiations to conclude new 
agreements and arrangements in the area of the exchange of commodities. They 
expressed their intense sorrow over the constant abandonment of the principle 
of the liberation of trade and the dangerous tendency toward protectionism on 


























the part of the advanced countries. They pointed to the exacerbated financial 
and monetary crisis in the developing countries and stressed the importance 

of the initiative to take immediate measures to control their balance of pay- 
ments crisis and deal with problems related to debt servicing. 


They also stressed che urgent need to carry out the work program to establish 
the new international. economic order and to reformlate the rules and prac- 
tices governing international trade and economic relations. They also 
stressed their commitment to the principle of collective self reliance. 


The people at the meeting expressed their regret over the continuation of the 
war going on between [Iraq and Iran, which has led to the draining of the re- 
sources in these two developing countries, and they demanded that this war be 


ended by peaceful means. 


They also adopted a resolution calling for the provision of aid to the 
Palestinian people and demanded that an economic unit be formed within the 
UNCTAD organization which would be in charge of observing and studying ag- 
gressive economic policies adopted by the Israeli authorities. 

















LEBANON 


AFRAM ON LEBANESE FORCES’ RELATIONS WITH STATE 
NC162018 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1715 GMT 16 Mar 83 


[Excerpts] The Lebanese forces commander, Fadi Afram, has stressed that those 
who are trying to create contradictions between the Lebanese forces and 
President al-Jumayyil or between them and the Phalangists and the Lebanese 
forces support coexistence [with other Lebanese factions] but in a new formula 
that will ensure security for every citizen in Lebanon, freedom for every 
civilized community and equality for every Lebanese. This came in a lecture 
Afram delivered this evening in the presence of Solange, widow of departed 
President-elect Bashir al-Jumayyil, [former] President Camille Sham'un and 
Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil. 


Afram expressed his conviction that Lebanon is currently passing through a 
historic stage and that the forthcoming weeks will decide its fate and borders. 
He said the problem will not be in Tel Aviv but in Damascus. He said: I tell 
you today that there are false ideas and confusion among the popular base, which 
struggled throughout the war. This base is now witnessing changes, increasing 
occupation and a state being built for the future. I maintain that one of 

the aims of assassinating Bashir al-Jumayyil was to destroy the Lebanese forces 
rather than the Lebanese state, because the enemies know that the legitimate 
government would not have survived throughout the 8 years had it not been for 
the existence of the Lebanese forces. I say here that the Lebanese forces in 
the era of any president other than Bashir al-Jumayyil will undergo changes. 
The Lebanese forces’ role under a President Bashir al-Jumayyil would not have 
remained the same as when he was their commander. He further said: The 
Lebanese forces’ role in the state under President Amin al-Jumayyil will not 

be the same as their role before. Let us hear Afram speaking in his voice: 


[Begin recording] I am required to speak about the Lebanese forces after 

Bashir al-Jumayyil. Allow me to recognize immediately and humbly that my name 
is Fadi Afram and not Bashir al-Jumayyil. [applause] Bashir al-Jumayyil is 

one thing and I another. There will be disparity or certain changes in the 
Lebanese forces under me or anyone else, other than Bashir al-Jumayyil. I 
maintain that the change that has occurred or will occur is not only caused by 
the martyrdom and absence of Bashir al-Jumayyil, but also would have taken 

place because he was elected president. The effect of Bashir al-Jumayyil's 
election as president had the same importance, depth and effect on the Lebanese 
forces as his absence. The role of the Lebanese forces under Bashir al-Jumayyil 
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as president of the republic would not have been quite the same as before he was 
elected president. Likewise, I maintain that the Lebanese forces' role under 
President Amin al-Jumayyil will not be the same as before he assumed the presi- 
dency. Bashir al-Jumayyil's death effected a great change in the Lebanese 
forces, but his election before his death would have prompted a change in the 


method of action. 


The Lebanese forces would have been ready any time should Lebanon's sovereignty 
and independence or the security and freedom of the Christian existence be 
narmed. The first to establish the Lebanese forces in Lebanon was Pierre 
al-Jumayyil [applause] when he established the Phalangist Party in 1936. The 
Lebanese forces will not disappear because [words indistinct] and they will in 
no way be against the Lebanese state, because the Lebanese state would lose its 
basic forces and, should the Lebanese forces oppose the Lebanese state, they 
would lose the basic aim of their inception. We want to survive and it is 
necessary that we continue to exist and help the state so that if it succeeds 

in the salvation adventure--this is the term that the president of the republic 
uses--we will be on its side and if, God forbid, the salvation adventure fails 
for reasons outside the president's and Lebanon's will, the Lebanese forces will 
be ready to defend this time not only the Christians in Lebanon, as happened in 
the 2-year war, but all the Lebanese people. [Applause] We must draw up a 
specitic framework to make these forces an existing body without any opposition 
or contradiction with the Lebanese state authority, which is building itself 
after 8 vears of absence, or with the Lebanese Army, which is reorganizing it- 
self and regaining its credibility, and without posing any danger to any faction 
in Lebanon. I believe that everyone knows that the Christians in Lebanon have 
no expansionist ambitions neither toward the other forces nor toward other 


countries or regimes. 


Since Bashir al-Jumayyil laid the historical foundations of the free and secure 
Lebanese homeland, which will not attack others, we today look with confidence 
to and support and back Amin al-Jumayyil, who is laying the foundations of a 
strong and effective Lebanese state. [Applause] [End recording] 














LEBANON 


PHALANGIST LEADER'S EXPECTATIONS FROM TALKS 
C171350 Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 14-20 Mar 83 pp 26-33 


[Excerpts] Pierre al-Jumayyil, leader of the Phalangist (al-Kata'ib) Party 
and father of President Amin al-Jumayyil, expects the Israeli-American-Lebanese 
talks in Washington to produce a timetable for the total withdrawal of foreign 
forces from Lebanon. 


"Tl think the important decision will be taken at this meeting in Washington," 
he said in a private interview with MONDAY MORNING last week. "There will be 
a decision. I think, I think that then (U.S. Special Envoy Philip) Habib will 
come with a formula, with a (withdrawal) calendar...I am optimistic.” 


The following is a translation of the full interview, which was conducted in 
French: 


[Question] The al-Kata'ib Politbureau stated on Wednesday that regardless of 
the results of the current talks, the United Nations must give Lebanon 
guarantees. What kind of guarantees are you asking for? 


[Answer] I have always said--especially after all the experiences we have gone 
through, and particularly in recent years--that we, the Lebanese, must first say 
what we want. If we don't state frankly what we want, how can others know what 


we want? 


If we want a Christian Lebanon, let's say so; if we want a Muslim Lebanon, let's 
say so; and if we want the Lebanon of the 1943 formula, let's say so and act 
accordingly. 

{Question} The al-Kata'ib Politbureau's press statement also mentioned 
"oressures being exercised by Israel on the Phalangist base in South Lebanon 
which has maintained its autonomy from the movement of Major Sad Haddad." 
Wnat pressures are those, and what are they aimed at? 


[Answer] It's only normal, mademoiselle, it's only normal. Israel is trying 
to secure its interest, and it is up to use to secure ours. 


we don't want enmity with anyone, we want peace with everyone. 
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» long ago, I received the Israeli minister, Mr Sharon, and very honestly, 
very simply tried to make him understand the Lebanese problem clearly, because 
the Lebanese problem is Sui Generis and only the Lebanese, who have lived the 
drama, can understand it. I made it quite clear to him that Israel had no 
interest in turning Lebanon into a battlefield: Lebanon is a place of peace 
ind tranquility, and it would be to everybody's advantage--ours and that of the 


other countries in the area--to keep it so. 





Naturally, Israel does what it perceives to be in its interest. The Syrians 
likewise. Unfortunately, the clash between Israeli and Palestinian interests 
takes place in our country, much to Lebanon's misfortune. 


What is taking place now in the al-Shue, and Alayh is a true catastrophe. Il 
cannot believe that the Christians and the Druze of the al-Shuf and 'Alayh are 
rejecting the common life. It was the common life between the Christians and 
the Druze that made the mountain. 50 it is most probable that the Llsraelis, 

as well as the Syrians, are exploiting the sensitivity between Christian and 
Muslim, and there is no doubt that they have succeeded. They succeeded in 1975, 
when they provoked strife between the Sunnites and the Christians in Beirut and 
elsewhere in Lebanon, and now they are doing it in the al-Shuf and 'Alayh. 

These are exactly the same tactics that were used in 1975. 


[Question] Are you saying there is tacit agreement between Syria and Israel 


, _ ) 
over Lebanon: e 


[Answer] I cannot say that, but the facts are there. It is very hard to 
believe that there is an official entente between Israel and Syria, because 
there is a big gap between them. But official or not, the fact is there. 


el and Syria are fighting each other in Lebanon, and we are always 
Footing the bill. That is why we, the Lebanese, Muslims and Christians, must 
wake up. We are working against the interests of our country; let us agree 
to save our country. 

Question Could you specify the kind of pressure the Israelis are using on 


Jhay 


the Phalanzist base in South Lebanon? 


[Answer] It is inaccurate to say "the Phalangist base."’ The Phalangist Party-- 
and I say this in all modesty--is the strongest, best organized party. It is 
the party which represents the Lebanese formula exactly. So naturally, the 
israelis and the Syrians would take such a force into consideration and try to 
use it, but I think the Syrians and the Israelis are wrong in doing this; they 


are wrong in trying to use the al-Kata'ib against Lebanon. 


yuestion] You said earlier that when you met with Mr Sharon you explained 
the Lebanese problem to him. Did you feel that he understood? 


Answer! I stayed with him around an hour and a nalf, and I don't know how 


much can be achieved in an hour and a half. In any case, I don't thing anyone 


else in the world had tried to explain to him, honestly and sincerely, what 
(ebanon was all about--and I say this in all modesty. 














[Question] Would you be in favor of a Camp David-style diplomacy for Lebanon? 


[Answer] Don't call it "Camp David'"--the words have a bad connotation in the 
Arab world. Certainly there will be a formula; it won't be a "Camp David," but 
we have to find a formula--we can't go on like this. 


In any case, we, the Lebanese--I am neither Egyptian nor Syrian--want to make 
peace with everyone. However, we don't want to sign a peace treaty with Israel, 
as Israel wants, and wage war with the Arabs. That would bring us back to point 
zero. It would be as if we had done nothing. 


We want Israel and the Arab world to understand us. They should put themselves 
in our shoes if they really want the interest of their respective countries. 

If they have been bought by X or Y, that's another matter, but if they want 
their own interest, they should see ours. 





[Question] You say we can't sign a peace treaty with Israel and wage war with 
the Arabs, but a formula must be found. What kind of formula are you thinking 


about? 


[Answer] We are in the process of finding it. We are working on that. 


[Question] Would you favor a nonbelligerency agreement with Israel, for 
instance? 


fAnswer] I don't want to go into that. What I want is for my country, Lebanon, 
to be a country of peace. Now, how to go about it? We're working on it. 


As I said earlier, when Israel demanded a peace treaty, we told them: "So you 
don't want our good; when you want us to make peace with you and war with the 
Arab world, you want our destruction. If what you want is for us to have peace 
with both you and the Arabs, that's all right, but it is not in our interest 

to make peace with you and war with the Arabs." I think they finally under- 
stood us. And now, our Arab and Western friends are trying to find the formula 


for us. 
[Question] Are you satisfied with the pace of the talks? 


[Answer] They are slow, very slow. These talks are very important, but they 
were not dealt with im depth. 


Now with this meeting in Washington, there will be a decision. I think, I 
think that then Habib will come with a formula, with a calendar. Because the 
Israelis, the Syrians and the Palestinains all say that want to get out, so if 
everybody agrees, why not establish a calendar? 


[Question] In what circumstances, if any, do you think Lebanon would accept 
the Israeli demand for open borders and free movement of goods and people? 


fAnswer] I would advise the Israelis not to insist on these things and to give 
time a chance. In the present context, there are things that we cannot accept, 
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and unfortunately, the Israelis and the Syrians do not understand this yet. 
They don't understand internal Lebanese matters. I advise both not to insist 
on certain things in the present circumstances, even if that means having to 
tackle them later. 


1 Does what you are saying also apply to the Israeli demand for a 
entative office in Beirut? 


[Answer] It applies to everything--to the Israeli representative oftice, to 
open borders, to everyting. All this has to be discussed, but not in the 
present atmosphere. 


[Question] And that applies to all Isracli demands, including the demand for 
Israeli early-warning stations in Lebanon? 


[Answer] There are certain things..yes. 
[Question] Like what, for instance? 


[Answer] Like...I cannot give examples, I prefer not to go into that, but 
there are many things on which we do not insist, and there are other things that 
we cannot accept but will deal with later on. 


[Question] Later on, meaning after the Israeli withdrawal? 


[Answer] Later. Maybe in several months, maybe in several years. 


r 


[Question] But if the withdrawals take place.... 


(Answer| Primo, the withdrawal. Let us be free and independent, so we can 
speak as Lebanese, not as Syrians or Israelis. Primo, we have to be free. 

If you have a revolver pointed at your head, you are not free in your decisions. 
Are we free now? Three-quarters of the country is occupied--by the Palestin- 
ians, by the Syrians, by intermational communism and by Israel. Let us first 
become Lebanese among ourselves, and then we will be able to discuss anything 


you want. 


[Question] So later on, there will be a possibility of open borders with 
Israel? 

f Answ } Thor 411 be whe as b 

[Answer] There wiili be whatever you want, mayode. 

[Question] And a peace treaty with Israel? 


[Answer} Let us be free first, and then we will deal with all these matters, 


all ot them. 


[Question] The U.S. once committed itself to an Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon 
by the end of 1982, then by the end of February, but nothing has happened yet. 
ro what do vou attribute this delay, and do you still believe the U.S. can be 
counted on to get the Israelis out of Lebanon? 














The Americans, 


t don't want to lose hope, I don't want to lose hope. 
ocmings--but 


[Answer] 
like everybody else, have their shortcomings--we all have short 
we must be honest and recognize that the U.S. is the only party that has paid 


a little attention to us. No other foreign friends, and not even the Arabs, 
did this. We expected more from the Americans, but there is no doubt that of 
all the nations in the world, it is the U.S. that has paid the most attention 


cr? 


e) us. 

[Question] You say you believe Philip Habib will return with a calendar. 
Does that mean you expect withdrawals? 

h a calendar of 


[Answers] I hope, I hope that Habib will this time come wit 


withdrawals. 





[Question] Are you optimistic? 
[Answer] I am optimistic. 
‘Question] You believe that everyone will withdraw? 


tse after these horrible, impossible 8 years of war, I 


(Answer| I do. Becau: 
think everybody understands that no people has gone through what we have gone 


; 
througn. 


tion] What is it that you are optimistic about--partial or total with- 


{Answers} Partial withdrawals would be a shame; we would not have achieved 
anything--on the contrary. We are bleeding now, and we have to stop the 
bleeding. To stop it, everybody must leave and leave the Lebanese among 
Partial withdrawal would achieve nothing: The bleeding would 

I would prefer war to that. I would prefer 
If one dies, that's it, but to suffer 


themselves. 
continue, and it would get worse. 
instant death to a dragged-out death. 
first and then die--what for? 

; } ; , P , . . ’ 
estion] Do you think the meetings of the president with al-Asad and ‘Arafat 
l help achieve the withdrawals? 
for the good, 


(Answer} I hope so. In any case, those meetings were certainly 


[Question] Do you think they will improve our relations with Syria and the 
PLO? 
[Answer] We have always said, even in the worst moments, that we want toa be 


their friends. We never sought war and hatred with Syria. Lebanon and Syria 


are twins--not only brothers, but twins. We need the friendship of everyone, 


especially the f1 endship of Syria, which is the gateway of Lebanon, just as 


the sea is our gateway. 











‘Question] Syria has said it is ready for a simultaneous withdrawal with Israel, 


changing its former position, which was that Israel must withdraw first. What 
do you read into this change? 


[Answer] That is their business. I think we are in the process of setting a 
calendar, and it seems that everybody is ready to withdraw. Now if one leaves 
before the other--those are details. The important thing is for everyone to 


v/ 


leave, to agree on a calendar, and then we, the Lebanese, will be ready to enter 
into discussions with everyone. 


[Question] If everyone is ready to leave, why haven't the withdrawals started? 


[Answer] Precisely. Everyone is trying to make us pay for his departure. 

And we must pay, but it depends on the price they are requiring. So far, both 
have asked for prices which we cannot pay. If they ask for a reasonable price 
that we have in hand, why not? But if the price they are asking is not in our 
hands, we cannot accept, and let the matter drag. There are things we can do 
and things we cannot do. 


[Question] We know the price the Israelis are asking, but what are the Syrians 
asking tor. 


[Answer] I don't want to go into these details. 


[Question] Do you think the siting of the SAM-58 in Syria can be an obstacle 
in the negotiations? 


(Answer} The only thing I can say about this matter is, let us hope it will 
not lead us into an international war. 


[Question] How do you visualize the future of Lebanon: after greater Beirut.... 


[Answer] I believe in Lebanon as I believe in God, and I have faith in it as l 
have faith in Him. I am certain that we will emerge much stronger than before, 
because all the Lebanese and all the world have understood the value of Lebanon. 


(Question|} You don't think there is a threat of partition’? 


[Answer] This threat has always existed and always will, and it is up to us, 
as I explained at the beginning of this interview, to deal with it. We can 
amend the 1948 formula a bit, since so much time has passed, but the basics 


remain the same. 


(Question}] And you don't believe that the price that is being asked for with- 
drawal could lead to the partition of Lebanon? 

‘Answer | that is what they require, we cannot give it. Let them ask for 
things that we can do. 


‘Question}] But you don't think that is what they're after? 


(Answer] 1 don’t think so. Maybe it would be in their interest, but it 
wouldn't be in ours, and if we give them things that are against our interests, 


we are traitors. 


cso: 4400/255 














LEBANON 


IDF SAID CONDUCTING SOUTH LEBANON CENSUS 
TA110718 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Mar 83 ppl, 2 


[Text] Beirut (AP)--The IDF is conducting a detailed census of South Lebanon 
that asks village leaders to supply such information as the names of men of 
fighting age, sources of dynamite, and automobile licence plate numbers. 


Sources in the area report that Israeli soldiers have handed out a 2/-page 
questionnaire, typewritten in Arabic and Hebrew, to village mayors in several 
areas. A photocopy of the questionnaire was obtained by the Associated Press 


in Beirut yesterday. 


The questionnaire does not state the purpose of the census, the first to be 
conducted in Lebanon since 1932 when the French ruled the country. But the 
move appears aimed at preventing a resurgence of terrorist activity after 


Israel's withdrawal. 


South Lebanon sources, requesting anonymity, asked that the names of villages 
where the questionnaire has been distributed not be printed. But they said 

the villages range from the South Lebanon hills that were a Palestinian terror- 
ist stronghold until last summer's Israeli invasion to the UN peace-keeping 


zone farther south. 
The census form beings with an introductory note: 


"Dar Mukhtar (mayor), you are requested to fill in this form in clear hand- 
writing remembering to note down all details accurately and submit it to the 
officer in charge. You must also enclose a photograph of yourself." 


The Arabic text contains no reference to the Israeli Army. But the sources 
said it was distributed by Israeli soldiers who instructed the Mukhtars to 
return it to Israeli officers in the area. 


The census form seeks detailed information about each village's electricity, 
water, medical, telephone and postal services--all part of the Lebanese in- 
frastructure that largely collapsed during the 1975-76 civil war or never 


existed in some areas of the south. 
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On page 3, the Mukhtars are asked to list the names and occupations of "the 
rich and important people in the village" and "names of politicians in the 
village." 

Subsequent pages ask the total number of village residents and religious sects 
represented, as well as the names of men between the ages of 13 and 65, the 
names of pregnant women and the number of children and grandchildren per family. 
Page 6 is a form for listing names, ages and occupations of villagers working 
in other Arab countries. 


Pages 15 and 16 ask the type of fuels used in the village and their pusposes. 
They inquire about distribution of petrol and fuel oil which are used to 
operate motor vehicles, cooking stoves--and which can also be used in homemade 


explosives. 
Page 25 asks the source of "black powder" (dunamite) used for quarrying stone. 


Forms are provided to list the owners of cars, trucks ar. farm tractors, along 
with the model and licence-plate registra*ion number. 


The section on agriculture asks the size of cultivated land, the number of 
shepherds per village and the number of sheep per family. 


The questionnaire concludes with a section on village history, including 


whether there have ever been local hostilities among residents and the names 
of any ‘antiquities with religious or archeological interest." 


cso: 4400/255 

















LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


FREEDOM OF PRESS EMPHASIZED--Information and Justice Minister Roger Shaykhani 
today stressed the freedom of a responsible press and welcomed self-criticism. 
He also denied that there has been a coup in the Information Ministry, saying 
that the broadcasting station, the national news agency and the Lebanese pub- 
lication centers are being developed and modernized. Minister Shaykhani said 
this in an interview with the Akhbar al-Yawm Agency, which resumed operations 
today. The information minister explained that it is contemplated to make the 
radio station semi-commercial. He also announced the establishment of an office 
for deliberations with the newspapers on incomes with the purpose of Lebanon- 
izing the information. He referred to President Amin al-Jumayyil's interest 

in the press and his call to the newspapers which have left the country to 
return. Shaykhani emphasized that there is complete cooperation between him 
and [Information Ministry] Director General Dr Mansur in studying issues that 
could be the subject of legislative decrees. [Text] [NC141842 Beirut Domestic 


Service in Arabic 1630 GMT 14 Mar 83] 


CAIRO AGREEMENT--Following a meeting of the Lebanese front today, [former] 
President Camille Sham'un said the president's speech at the New Delhi summit 
and its approval by the conference's general committee have established 
Lebanon's sovereignty by emphasizing the withdrawal of the foreign forces from 
its territory. Sham'un stressed the front's categorical rejection of the 
maneuvers and attempts which aim at reviving agreements which were the cause 

of the ruination which has befallen Lebanon. Therefore, he said, the front 
requests the government to declare very ‘clearly that the Cairo agreement is null 
and void and that consequently there is no justification for the presence of any 
Arab or foreign torce in Lebanon. Sham'un condemned the recurring attacks 
against the multinational force. He said these crimes are a subversive action 
which goes beyond the multinational force to undermine Lebanon's present and 
future. [Text] [NC161722 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1515 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


NEGOTIATIONS WITH ISRAEL--Etienne Saqr--Abu Arz--The leader of the Cedar Guards 
Party, believes that the current negotiations with Israel have taken a long 
time. He demanded the conclusion of a joint defenst treaty with Israel because 
this would safeguard the Lebanese presence and the coming Lebanese generations. 
Abu Arz expressed his belief that the United States is behind the procrastina- 
tion in reaching an agreement with Israel because it wants to introduce new 
sides to the current negotiations. He declared that he is against falling 
entirely into the lap of the United States. Abu Arz accused the Syrians of 
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attacking the Lebanese Army in Ba'labakk. He called for a popular war against 
the Syrians and placed all his capacity at the disposal of the Lebanese Party 
to liberate the Lebanese territories from all foreigners. Abu Arz expressed 
his regret over the incidents in the al-Shuf and 'Alayh and called on the 
Lebanese to return to their normal life. He stressed that the Cedar Guards 
will continue their political and military actions to retrieve all parts of 
the homeland. [Text] [NC171647 Beirut al-Bayraq in Arabic 14 Mar 83 p 2] 




















BANGLADESH 


PRESS REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF NEPALESE PRIME MINISTER 
Thaka at 18 Feb Banquet 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 19 Feb 83 pp l, 12 


[Text] Nepalese Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa said in Dhaka Friday 
that the bilateral cooperation between his country and Bangladesh had been 
markedly developed in recent times, reports BSS. 


Speaking at a banquet hosted in his honour by the Chief Martial Law 
Administrator Lt Gen H.M. Ershad, the Prime Minister said that the recently 
held Nepal-Bangladesh Joint Economic Commission meeting in Kathmandu had 
been able to identify concrete areas of further cooperation. 


Mr Thapa referred to great importance his country attached to cooperative 
ventures with her neighbours and said such ventures, carried on in a spirit 
of good neighbourliness and solidarity would "certainly be in our mutual 


interest.” 


“Mr Thapa who arrived in Dhaka on Friday morning on a three-day official 

visit said that Nepal had manifold ties of friendship with Bangladesh. 

Our geographical proximity, commitment to peace and development and identical 
views on many vexing problems facing the world have established strong 

bonds of friendship between the two countries, he added. 


The visiting Prime Minister noted with satisfaction that the move for 
regional cooperation so thoughtfully initiated by Bangladesh, has gathered 
momentum as a result of this. He pointed out, an atmosphere of trust, 
confidence and cooperation was building up gradually in South Asian region. 
Nepal was prepared to go along with other countries of the region towards 
the realisation of this goal, he observed. 


Following is the text of the reply speech of Prine Minister Surya Bahadur 
Thapa at the banquet hosted by the Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen 


H.'t. Ershad: 


Your Excellency Lt General H.M. Ershad, Chief Martial Law Administrator 


of Bangladesh: 











Excellencies, 


Ladies and gentlemen, 


{[t gives me great pleasure, Mr President, to be able to come on 4a visit to 
Bangladesh at your kind invitation. On behalf of my wife and on my own 

as well as on behalf of the members of my party, I express sincere thanks 
to Your Excellency for the kind sentiments expressed by you towards my 
country and my people. I may assure you that the Nepalese people also 
heartily reciprocate these sentiments towards the people of Bangladesh. 


Nepal has manifold ties of friendship with your country. There has been 
for centuries uninterrupted interflow of movements and contacts between 
them. These relations received further impetus and a new dimension after 
Bangladesh emerged as a sovereign nation 12 years ago. Our geographical 
proximity our commitment to peace and development and our identical views 
on many vexing problems facing the world have established strong bonds 

of friendship between our two countries. 


Periodic exchange of visits at various levels have no doubt added important 
milestones in our relations. In this context I would like to mention 

here how much we cherish the happy memories of Your Excellency's recent 
visit to our country. 


Being close neighbours we are aware of each other's problems as well as 
aspirations. Both our countries face tremendous challenge of national 
construction. While we march with dedication and determination under the 
dynamic leadership of His Majesty the King to achieve our development 
objectives through the partyless democratic Panchayat system we are 
constrained to realise that even the rest of our efforts can hardly 
materialise into success if there were no genuine climate of peace and 
spirit of cooperation in the region. 


A look at the international arena is indeed quite distressing in this 
respect power rivalry coupled with fierce arms buildup between big powers 
armed intervention into the territories of independent but weak nations 
by stronger ones and utter disregard for the sovereign equality of nations 
have rendered the situation fraught with grave consequences. While these 
trends are enough to cast negative effects on our efforts for economic 
construction the appalling and increasing gap between the rich and the 
poor nations is also a matter of no less concerns for both our countries 
which are unfortunately two of the least developed among the developing - 
countries. It is in this context that Nepal, like Bangladesh, is looking 
forward to the seventh summit of the Non-aligned nations to be held in 
New Delhi early next month. Nepal, like Bangladesh, believes that the 
reinforcement of the philosophy of Non-alignment can provide answers to 
some of these vexing questions. Therefore there is need to strengthen 
the movement and preserve its basic character and ideals. 
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In this connection it is also equally important that the movement should 
apply a new thrust for the establishment of a new international economic 
order. I am happy to note that both our countries are bound together by 
the common pursuit of the ideals of Non-alignment and peaceful co-existence. 


The bilateral cooperation between our two countries has also been markedly 
developed in recent times. The recently held Nepal-Bangladesh Joint 
Economic Commission meeting in Kathmandu has been able to identify concrete 
areas of further cooperation. Nepal attaches great importance to such 
cooperative ventures with her neighbours. Such ventures carried on ina 
spirit of good neighbourliness and solidarity will certainly be in our 
mutual interest. I have also noted with satisfaction that the move for 
regional cooperation so thoughtfully initiated by Bangladesh has gathered 
momentum as a result of which an atmosphere of trust, confidence and 
cooperation is building up gradually in our region. Nepal is prepared to 
go along with other countries of the region towards the realisation of 


this goal. 





Nepal also sincerely appreciates the transit facilities offered by 
Bangladesh for the movement of goods to and from Nepal via her territory. 
This is indeed a great help in her overseas trade and her development 


efforts in general. 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 


In conclusion may I now request you all to join me in a toast to the good 
health, long life and happiness of His Excellency Mr Abdul Fazal Mohammad 
Ahsanuddin Chowdhury, President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh--to 
the good health, long life and happiness of the President of the Council of 
Ministers of Bangladesh, His Excellency Lt General H.M. Ershad--to the 
continued progress and prosperity of the friendly people of Bangladesh and-- 
to the ever growing friendship between the Kingdom of Nepal and the People's 
Republic of Bangladesh. 


Thank you. 
Ershad at 18 Feb Banquet 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 19, 20 Feb 83 


(19 Feb 83 pp 1, 121] 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H.M. Ershad on Friday 
expressed his belief that regional cooperation was one of the most effective 
and useful approaches for achieving development through peace and cooperation 


reports BSS. 














"Por us peace is indispensable for economic and social development,” the 
CMLA said at a banquet hosted by him in honour of the visiting Nepalese 
Prime Minister Surya Bahadur Thapa at Bangabhaban. 

General Ershad reiterated Bangladesh's policy of seeking the best of 
relations and friendship with all countries of the world and said that 

a vital priority of our foreign policy was to build a structure of peach 
in our own neighbourhood. By overcoming inherited inhibitions we can 
usher in a new era of constructive cooperation based on sovereign equality 


h 
and mutual benefit, he added. 


General Ershad expressed his satisfaction at the forceful support given 

by King Birendra to the efforts to making South Asian cooperation a reality. 
We are happy he said that these efforts have generated the required 
momentum towards the realisation of the structured to operation in South 


Asia. 


is due to be held this year, the CMLA said, and expressed his confidence 
that the idea ot regional cooperation among the nations of this region 
would find concrete expression through increased integrated cooperation 


ai 


among the nations of this region. 


The political level meeting to launch a comprehensive programme of action 


Text of Speech 


Following is the text of CMLA's speech at the banquet hosted in honour 
of Nepalese Prim “Minister Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa at Bangobhavan on Friday: 


Your Excellency, the Right Hon'ble Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa. Prime Minister 
of His Majesty's Government of Nepal and Madam Thapa. 


Excellencies, distinguished guests, 


I deem it a great honour to have you amongst us this evening. I have 
immense pleasure in extending to Your Excellency, Madam Thapa and the 
members of your delegation a very warm and cordial welcome. We hope 

that your visit to Bangladesh, though very brief, will be pleasant. 

Your visit to Bangladesh is of special significance to us. The deep 

bonds of friendship between our two countries are firmly anchored in the 
sncient civilisation and culture that we share. The contacts and coopera~ 
tion between our two countries and peoples go back to centuries. We are 
close neighbours although we do not share a contiguous border. These 
seographical and historical factors have been reinforced over the years 

by our common commitments and aspirations and a similarity of approach 


to world issues. 


therefore, watched with much admiration the steady progress made 


We have, 
under His Majesty the King's wise guidance and inspiring leader- 


by Nepal 


ship. We have noted with deep appreciation the commendable efforts of 
His Majesty's Government of Nepal towards economic and social development 
and the betterment of the quality of life of the people of Nepal. 











Excellency, 

Today Bangladesh is passing through a period of great challenge. The new 
Government in Bangladesh has devoted its fullest attention and energy to 

the enormous task of nation-building. The fundamental objective of all 

the measures recently undertaken is to generate strength and vitality 
through self-reliant efforts of the people in all spheres of national life. 
We have launched a programme of administrative reorganisation and decentral- 
isation designed to take the administration to rural Bangladesh and to our 
68,000 villages where over 90 percent of our people live. 


As Least Developed Countries Bangladesh and Nepal face similar problems. 
Bangladesh has suffered seriously from the adverse external factors stemming 
from global recession and unfavourable trade and aid environment. In 
formulating our development programmes, we have taken care to give 

priority to the vital areas of Agriculture. Population Planning, Energy 

and Primary and Technical Education. It is our firm belief that through 
pragmatic approach and sustained efforts we shall be able to break the 
vicious circle of economic stagnation and attain tangible benefits for 

our people. It is our hope that in seeking solutions to our problems 

which are similar, we can profitably share each others’ experience. 


llency, Bangladesh is firmly committed to the principles of sovereign 
equality of nations, respect for territorial integrity of states, non-use 
of force, peaceful settlement of disputes and non-interference in the 
internal affairs of other states. Our abiding commitment to the objectives 
and principles of the Non-aligned Movement and the Charter of the United 
Nations constitute the corner-stone of our foreign policy. We are 
consistently striving to preserve and strengthen the basic principles of 
the great Movement. We firmly believe that only through persistent 

efforts can we create a more peaceful, secure and equitable world order. 


It gives us great satisfaction to note that our two countries have worked 
together in contributing towaids the lessening of international tensions 
and to seek constructive solutions to the critical issues that divide and 
threaten the world. During the forthcoming Non-aligned Summit Conference 
:lso we would look forward to concerting our efforts to uphold our common 
objectives. The Seventh Non-aligned Summit comes at a time when the whole 
world is facing a critical situation. All of us, therefore, must make 
maximum efforts for the consolidation of unity and solidarity of the 


saa <= 


Movement and to make the Summit a great success. 
The world today is beset with problems of poverty, hunger and disease. 

The existing global economic structure is clearly inadequate to meet the 
needs of the contemporary world. A restructuring of the world economic 
system has now become an imperative need. The process to establish a New 
International Economic Order, based on equity and justice should therefore 
commence without further delay, Bangladesh would play its due role in this 
regard as the Chairman of Group of 7/7. 











[20 Feb 83 p 3] 


[Text] Following is the remaining part of the text of the CMLA's speech 
at the banquet hosted in honour of the Nepalese Prime Minister Mr Surya 
Bahadur Thapa at Bangobhaban on Friday: 


Excellency, The situation in West Asia remains explosive. It has assumed 
an alarming proportion because of Israel's aggression against and continued 
occupation of Lebanon. We firmly believe that an enduring peace in West 
Asia can be established only on the basis of total Israeli withdrawal 

from all occupied Arab territories, realisation of the legitimate national 
rights of the Palestinian people including their right to have an inde- 
pendent state in their own homeland and the restoration of Jerusalem to the 
[Islamic and Arab sovereignty. We welcome the Arab Peace Plan as a sound 
basis for establishing durable peace in the area. 


The situation in Afghanistan and Kampuchea continues co cause us concern. 
We reiterate our call for an immediate and unconditional withdrawal of 
foreign troops and the creation of conditions to enable the peoples of the 
two countries to determine their own destiny free from any external 
interference and intervention. 





Excellency, For us peace is indispensable for economic and social develop- 
ment. We seek the best of relations and friendship with all countries 

in the world. We believe that regional cooperation is one of the most 
effective and useful approach for achieving development through peace and 
cooperation. A vital priority of our Foreign policy is therefore to build 
a structure of peace in our own neighbourhood. By overcoming inherited 
inhibitions we can usher in a new era of constructive cooperation based 

on sovereign equality and mutual benefit. It is a matter of great satis- 
faction to us that from its very inception His Majesty the King of Nepal 
extended forceful support to the efforts to make South Asian cooperation 

a reality. We are happy that these efforts have generated the required 
momentum towards the realisation of structured cooperation in South Asia. 
The political level meeting to launch a Comprehensive Programme of Action 
is due to be held this year. I am confident that this idea will soon find 
concrete expression through increased integrated cooperation among the 


nations ot this region. 


Excellency, As a contribution to international efforts in the promotion 

of peace, Bangladesh has supported the UN resolution on declaration of the 
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace as also the proposals for denuclearisation 
of South Asia. I take tis opportunity to reiterate our total support for 
His Majesty's proposal for declaring Nepal as a Zone of Peace. 


Excellency, Bangladesh is keen to expand and strengthen its bilateral 
relations with Nepal in all fields. We are happy to discern the same 
feeling among the leadership in Nepal [ must say that since the process oi 
ialogue at the highest level was initiated some years ago, there has been 
at increase in the scope and content of our bilateral relations. 


a significant 
[It is our earnest hope that this momentum will be maintained and accelerated 


in future. 











Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, may I now propose a toast: 


--to the good health, long life and happiness of Their Majesties and the 
King and Queen of the Kingdom of Nepal; 


--to the continued progress and prosperity of the friendly people of 
Nepal; 


--to everlasting friendship and cooperation between Bangladesh and Nepal. 


Thaka 20 Feb Press Conference 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 Feb 83 pp l, 16 





[Text] Nepalese Prime Minister Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa who left for 
Kathmandu on Sunday at the end of his three-day official visit to Bangladesh 
reiterated his country's eagerness to extend cooperation for the development 


of water resources in the region. 


Addressing a Press conference at the Old Ganobhavan prior to his departure 
the Nepalese Prime Minister said, "We are prepared to extend our coopera- 
tion both bilaterally and regionally for the development of water resources 
in the area." The Nepalese Prime Minister who had talks with the Indian 
Prime Minister during his visit to New Delhi this month said in reply to a 
question that his country had so far not received any "joint approach" 

from Bangladesh and India for augmentation of the dry season flow of the 


Ganges. 


Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa was happy to note that both Nepal and Bangladesh 

had "similar and identical" views on most of the global and regional issues 
like Afghanistan and Kampuchea. Replying to a question the Nepalese Prime 
Minister said that his country's stand on the Kampuchean issue was very 
"Clear." He said that Sihanouk government which had been recognised by 

the United Nations was the "legitimate and sole representative of Kampuchea." 


Asked whether Nepal and Bangladesh would take a coordinated approach in 
the Non-aligned summit to be held in New Delhi next month the Nepalese 
Prime Minister said that both the countries were already maintaining close 
consultations and he added that the two countries would work more closely 


in future. 


In reply to a question the Nepalese Prime Minister said that his country 
was “eager to see that the South Asian Forum comes into reality.'' He was 
quite optimistic about the outcome of the Foreign Secretary-level meeting 
of the forum due in Dhaka next month. He also referred to the progress 
made in the meeting of the Foreign Secretaries held in Pakistan recently 
where it was decided to hold a Foreign Ministers’ level meeting of the 


forum soon. 














The Nepalese Prime Minister appreciated Bangladesh's support to Kathmandu's 
demand to declare the Himalayan kingdom as a zone of peace. He said that 
more countries were extending support to the demand of his country. 


Referring to his formal talks with his host the Nepalese Prime Minister said 
they had "in depth" discussions on all bilateral issues. Asked whether 

he demanded more transit facilities from Bangladesh the Premier said that 
there was no need for such demand as ‘whatever we wanted we got it." He 
said, "We are grateful to Bangladesh for this cooperation." 


Commenting on his three-day official visit to Bangladesh the Nepalese 

Prime Minister expressed his gratitude for the warm and cordial hospitality 
extended to "me, my wife and my entourage." He was happy to find "tremen- 
dous fund of goodwill and friendship for King Birendra and the people of 
Nepal" during ais visit to Bangladesh. 


The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H.M. Ershad, bade farewell to 
Prime Minister and Begum Thapa at the Zia International Airport. 


DCMLAs Rear Admiral M.A. Khan and Air Vice Marshal Sultan Mahmud-lfinisters, 
diplomats, high civil and military officials and Nepalese nationals in 
Dhaka were present on the occasion. 


Earlier, Prime Minister Thapa accompanied by the CMLA arrived at the airport 
from Old Ganobhaban in a ceremonial motorcade. He was given a guard of 
honour by a smartly turned out contingent drawn from the three services. 

The national anthems of the two countries were played. 


After inspecting the guard, Mr Thapa was conducted to the presentation line. 
Two children presentec the Prime Minister and Mrs Thapa with bouquets. 
Text of Communique 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 21, 24 Feb 83 
[21 Feb 83 p 3] 


[Text ] Following is the text of the joint communique issued at the 
conclusion of the official visit of Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa, Prime Minister 


of Nepal, to Bangladesh February 18-20. 


At the invitation of his excellency Lieutenant General H.M. Ershad, NDC, 
PSC, Chief Martial Law Administrator of the People's Republic of Bangla- 
desh, the Rt Hon'ble Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa, Prime Minister of His 

Majesty's Government of Nepal, accompanied by Mrs Thapa paid a three-day 


official visit to Bangladesh from 18-20 February, 1983. The Prime Minister 


was also accompanied by the Hon'ble Major General Padmaa Baharud Khatri, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Water Resources. 








On his arrival the Rt Hon'ble Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa, Prime Minister and 
the according delegation were given a very cordial and warm welcome by the 
Covernment and the people of Bangladesh reflecting the close bonds of 
friendship existing between the two neighbouring countries and the peoples. 


During the visit the Rt Hon'ble Prime Minister called on His Excellency 
Lieutenant General H.M. Ershad NDC PSC and his Excellency Mr Justice 
A.F.M. Ahsanuddin Chowdhury, President of the People's Republic of 
Bangladesh. The Prime Minister on this occasion delivered a letter from 
His Majesty the King of Nepal to His Excellency the Chief Martial Law 
Administrator and also another letter to His Excellency the President of 
the People's Republic ot Bangladesh. 


Their Excellencies, Mr A.R. Shams-ud-Doha, Foreign Minister, Mr A.M.A. 
Muhith, Finance and Planning Minister and Mr A.Z.M. Obaidullah Khan, 
Agriculture Minister of Bangladesh, calied on Prime Minister of Nepal. 


In paying homage to the martyrs of the war of independence, the prime 
minister placed a wreath at the Jatiya Shaheed Smriti Shoudha. 


The two heads of the government held detailed discussions. His Excellency 
Lieutenant General H.M. Ershad, Chief Martial Law Administrator of Bangladesh 
was assisted at these talks by their excellencies Mr A.R. Shams-ud-Doha, 
Foreign Minister, Mr A.M.A. Muhith, Finance and Planning Minister, Mr A.Z.M. 
Obaidullah Khan, Agriculture Minister, Major General Muzammel Hussain, 
Principal Staff Officer, Mr A.H.S. Ataul Karim, Foreign Secretary and 

Mr Abdul Bari, Bangladesh Ambassador to Nepal and other senior officials. 
The Rt Hon'ble Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa, Prime Minister of Nepal was assisted 
by the Hon'ble Major General Padma Bahadur Khatri, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Water Resources, His Excellency Mr Gahendra Bahadur Rajbhandary, 
Royal Nepalese Ambassador to Bangladesh, Mr Bishwa Pradhan, Foreign 
Secretary and other senior officials. The talks covering a wide range of 
bilateral, regional and international matters were held in a fraternal 
atmosphere of cordiality, mutual trust and understanding. 


(24 Feb 83 p 3] 


[Text ] Following is the remaining part of the text of Bangla-Nepal Joint 
Communique which appeared in our issue on February 21: 


The two leaders noted with eatisfaction the steady development of cordial 
relations and close cooperation between the two countries. They were 
particularly pleasad to note that friendship and cooperation between 
Bangladesh and Nepal had been further strengthened as a result of the 
visit of His Excellency Lieutenant General H.M. Ershad to the Kingdom 

of Nepal in November 1982. They expressed their desire to promote these 


relations through frequent exchange of visits at various levels. 


While reviewing the international and regional! political situation, the 

two leaders expressed deep concern at the deteriorating internatior: 
situation which posed increasing threat to peace and security in the region 
world. They reaffirmed their commitment to the UN charter and the 


and the 











principles and objectives of the Non-alignment Movement and underscored the 
importance of respecting the principles of sovereign equaility, non-use of 
force, inviolability of frontiers, territorial integrity of all states, 
non-interference and non-intervention in the internal affairs of other 
states and peaceful settlement of disputes. 


The two leaders noted with concern the continuing deteriorating in the 
situation in West Asia which threatened both regional and global peace 

and security. They reiterated the view that a comprehensive, just and 
lasting peace in West Asia which threatened both regional and global peace 
and security. They reiterated the view that a comprehensive, just and 
lasting peace in West Asia can be achieved only on the basis of relevant 
resolutions of the United Nations and through the realisation of the 
legitimate and inalienable national rights of the Palestinian people 
including their right to establish an independent state of their own in 
their homeland. They also expressed their deep concern at the developments 
in Lebanon and strongly condemning the wanton massacre of innocent Pales- 
tinian people called for the restoration of full sovereignty to Lebanon. 


While reviewing the situation prevailing in Afghanistan and Kampuchea 

the two leaders reiterated their principled stand for a political settle- 
ment of the problems on the basis of immediate and unconditional withdrawal 
of foreign troops and the need for creation of conditions to enable the 
peoples of the two countries to determine their own destiny free from any 


external interference and intervention. 


The two leaders expressed concern that as a result of recent development 
the Indian Ocean area could become the focus of great power rivalry. 

They felt that increasing military activity and competition for naval 
superiority would lead to further conflict and tension in the area. In 
these circumstances they called for the implementation of the 1971 UN 
General Assembly resolution declaring the Indian Ocean as a Zone of 
Peace. They recalled the resolutions of the United Nations which called 
upon littoral and hinterland states of the Indian Ocean, permanent members 
of the Security Council and the major maritime users of the Indian Ocean 
to strengthen international security through regional and international 
cooperation. The two leaders expressed their unhappiness that adequate 
progress was not achieved for convening the International Conference for 
this purpose and called for urgent and concerted action towards this 

end. His Excellency, the Chief Martial Law Administrator of Bangladesh 
reiterated his support for the proposal that Nepal be declared a Zone of 
Peace as a laudable objective contributing to peace and stability in the 
region. The Prime Minister expressed sincere appreciation for the prompt 
support extended by Bangladesh to this proposal. 


One international economic situation, the two leaders called for the 

speedy implementation of the special measures including the substantial 

New Programme of Action already agreed upon by the International Community 
in favour of the least Developed countries. They reaffirmed their 

ro the establishment of the New International Economic Order and 
to promote the cause of the least developed countries. 


commitment 
the priority need 

















They reaffirmed their commitment to the establishment of the New 
International Economic Order and the priority need to promote the cause 

of the least developed countries. They expressed regret at the continued 
stalemate in North-South dialogue and the deterioration in the climate 

of multilateral economic cooperation. They expressed the conviction that 
all efforts should be made to reach an agreement on the early launching of 
Global Negotiations consisting with the wishes of the vast majority of 
developing nations. They also urged that simultaneous efforts should be 
made to achieve progress in areas of critical importance to developing 
countries particularly the least developed countries such as food, energy, 
financial flows and trade in the forthcoming meetings of the specialised 
agencies. The two leaders noted with appreciation the efforts made to 
foster economic cooperation among developing countries and stressed the 
need for these countries to agree on a Charter of Action for collective 
self-reliance. They reiterated their desire to coordinate their activities 
at international forums to achieve these common objectives. 


The two leaders emphasised that the convening of the forthcoming Seventh 
Conference of Heads of state or Government of the Non-aligned countries to 
be held in New Delhi was of exceptional significance in the context of the 
present unfavourable development of international, political and economic 
relations and resolved to exert their maximum concerted efforts to make it 


a success. 


The two leaders reaffirmed their faith in the principles and policies of 
Non-alignment, as well as the principles relating to respect for the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of States, non-interference in each 
other's internal affairs and non-use of force in international relations, 

as reflected in the Charter of the United Nations. They expressed their 
determination to continue to work to strengthen these principles. They 
expressed their conviction that increased % operation among the countries of 
South Asia in a climate of mutual respect and equality and the resolution 

of their bilateral problems through peaceful negotiation would contribute 
towards durable peace in the region. 


The two leaders welcomed the progress that has been made in promoting the 
implementation of the proposal for structured South Asian regional coopera- 
tion. They noted with satisfaction that necessary preparatory work was 
well underway towards making the South Asian Cooperation a meaningful 
reality. They especially welcomed the decision of the Seven South Asian 
countries to convene a meeting this year at the level of Foreign Minister 
to launch an Integrated Programme of Action. They agreed that this 
momentum should be maintained. 


The two leaders noted with satisfaction the continued development and 
consolidation of bilateral relations between the two countries. They 
welcomed in particular the fact that since the process of dialogue at the 
highest-level had been started, there had been significant increase in 
bilateral cooperation to their mutual benefit. The two leaders expressed 
satistaction at the outcome of the recent meeting of the Bangladesh-Nepal 


Joint Economic Commission (JEC) and stressed the need for the early 


implementation of its decision. 














The Rt Hon'ble Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa, Prime Minister of His Majesty's 
Government of Nepal expressed his sincere thanks for the warm welcome and 
generous hospitality extended to him, his wife and the members of his 
delegation by His Excellency Lieutenant General H.M. Ershad, the Chief 
Martial Law Administrator of Bangladesh. 


The Rt Hon'ble Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa extended an invitation to His 


Excellency Lieutenant General H.M. Ershad, NDC, PSC, the Chief Martial Law 
Administrator of Bangladesh to visit Nepal which was accepted with pleasure. 


cso: 4600/1837 














BANGLADESH 


REPORTAGE ON MINISTER'S ATTENDANCE AT PALESTINE PARLEY 
Remarks on Return 
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[Text] The leaders of the Muslim countries had shown keen interest in 
the economic and administrative reforms undertaken by the present Govern- 
ment and assured their participation in the economic and development 
activities in Bangladesh. 


This was stated to BSS by Mr Mahbubur Rah.ian, Minister for Local Govern- 
ment, Rural Development and Cooperatives, who returned home on Friday 
night after attending the 16th session of the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) which concluded in Algiers on February 16. 


Mr Rahman was the leader of the three-member Bangladesh delegation at the 
PNC in which 90 delegations from various Muslim and non-Muslim countries 
all over the world participated. The other members of the delegation 
were the Charge d'Affaires of Bangladesh in Algiers and Director of the 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The Minister said that all the leaders of the Muslim countries he met in 
Algiers expressed their brotherly sentiments in providing material assist- 
ance in boosting the economic activities of Bangladesh. 


The Local Government Minister said that Bangladesh was no more unknown 
to the Muslim world and enjoyed a place of respect and dignity as the 
second largest Muslim country. 


He said that in light of this unique position some of the leaders of the 
Islamic countries he met requested the CMLA Lt Gen H.M. Ershad through 
him for taking more fruitful initiatives or ending the hostilities and 
settling the disputes between Iraq and Iran through peaceful means. He 
said that Bangladesh enjoyed the confidence and credibility of both the 


brotherly countries of Iran and Iraq. 


The maximum temperature recorded in Dhaka on Saturday was 29.7 degrees 
Calsius (85 degrees Fahrenheit) and the minimum was 17.8 degrees Calsius 


(64 degrees Fahrenheit). 


123 











The percentage of humidity was 85 in the morning and 43 in the evening. 
The sun sets today (Sunday) at 5.57 p.m. and rises on Monday at 6.28 a.m. 


There is 30 percent chance of isolated light ran thundershower over Khulna 
Division and weather is likely to remain mainly dry elsewhere in the 
country. 


No appreciable change in night temperature is expected. 


He said that all the delegations of Muslim countries in the PNC including 
the Palestinians highly appreciated the role of Bangladesh in the Organi- 
zation of Islamic Conference (OIC), the Al-Kuds Committee, the Non-Aligned 


Movement and the Group of 77/7. 


Mr Rahman said that the PNC was held in our atmosphere of unprecedented 
enthusiasm and determination. The delegations expressed their solidarity 
with the Palestinians for establishing an independent state of their own 


ancestral home. 


He said that the PNC decided to continue the struggle diplomatically, 
politically and through other means with a view to achieving the goal. 


He said that the PLO Chairman Mr Yasser Arafat acknowledged the brotherly 
sentiment expressed by the people of Bangladesh and the material, political 
and moral assistance given by them in their struggle against the Zionists. 


Mr Rahman, who visited Kuwait, Morocco and France as a member of the 
CMLA entourage, said that all these countries had shown their willingness 
to assist Bangladesh in her efforts for industrial and agricultural 


development. 


On way to Algiers Mr Rahman visited the United Kingdom and called on Lord 
Bellwin, British Minister for Local Government and Environment and reached 
an understanding for exchange of delegations of the representatives and 
officials of local government institutions of both the countries. 


Mr Rahman also said that the Lord Mayor of London whom he met had shown 
keen interest in the prospect of investment in Bangladesh and assured that 
he would encourage British investors to visit Bangladesh to identify the 


areas of cooperation. 


He also met the Lord Mayor of Tower Hamlets in the United Kingdom where 
there is a large concentration of Bangladeshis. 


The Minister also said that when apprised about the Government actions 
taken in streamlining the economic and development activities the Bangla- 


deshi community in London assured their contributions towards agricultural, 


industrial and economic developments. 

















Speech at Session 
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[Text] Following is the text of the speech delivered by the Minister for 
Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Mr Mahbubur Rahman, 
at the 16th session of the Palestinian National Council in Algiers on 
February 16: 


"Mr President, distinguished excellencies, ladies and gentlemen. 


Allow me, Mr President, Sir, to remember with great admiration and reverence 
your unending struggle to regain your independent homeland and those who 
laid aown their lives. May the departed souls rest in heavenly peace, who 
sacrificed their lives in the struggle for a just cause are never dead, they 
are immortals. 


Next, allow me to congratulate you and through you the valiant Palestinians 
for the historic resistance that has recently been put up against a brutal 
Zionist aggression and genocide. It was a crime against humanity. Those 
who launched the genocide are not only your enemies but also enemies of 
entire mankind. Your resistance has been possible Sir, because you are 
combating evil in the searching light of the self-evident truth that self- 
determination is the birth right of every human being. Your determined 
struggle is struggle of the entire Islamic Umma freedom and peaceloving 
people the world all over. And in Bangladesh, we have embraced your 
struggle as our very own. We shall be by your side until every inch of 
your once-free territories now illegally occupied by Zionist aggressors, 
expansionists and hegemonists is freed. Therefore, please accept, Mr 
President, the firm pledge of our continued moral, spiritual and material 
support till our commonly cherished gaal is achieved. 


The deliberations of this august council, I am sure, Sir, would breathe 

a fresh vigour into your unremitting efforts to liberate your homeland 

and to return home with your due full dignity and honour. But this 

struggle might prove long, and even frustrating at times if we fail to 

forge a common and united front. The one billion strong Islamic Umma 
presents today a dismal picture of a once-splenderous house now pathetically 
divided. This division and disunity in our ranks is an open invitation 

to pillage and plunder. We are exploited not because we are inherently weak. 
External, self-aggrandizing exploitation of our resources and denial of 

our rights has been made easy because of lack of our internal unity and 
harmony that daily saps strength and leaves us prey to schemes and designs 
to divide us again and again and soundly trounces our efforts to build a 
peaceful, prosperous society for our pitted against brother in tragically 
wasting conflict, the ever widening wasteland of suspicion and mistrust 
frustrates our search and effort for unity. 


In the name of Allah, the Almighty and the most merciful, Sir, let us 
rise above our differences, let us gather once again in harmony of spirit 
and unity of purpose, let us forge a common vision of the future to defeat 











all intrigues and conspiracies against us, it is given on all hands that 
there can never be a just and lasting peace until the vacation of all 
illegal occupation is achieved. But that will remain a day dream unless 

we can back it up with unswerving unity of purpose of an inseparably united 
Islamic Umma. Until then our several and separate efforts shall bear but 
barren fruit, our sacrifices shall remain exercises in futility, our tears 
shall irrigate the ash heaps of our dead yesterdays and tons of our split 
blood shall cry down curses on our ridiculous fatuity. Unity, the only 
tool we need turn back the rushing tide of adversity, we do not possess. 


I appeal to you, all our brothers in faith present here today and those in 
this wide world over, let the message of Tauhid invigorate us again. 
Inshallallah victory shall be ours. Nasrum Ninallahe Wa Fatehun Karib. 
Bangladesh is no stranger to the Palestinians. We have shared your dreams 
and aspirations, we have partaken of your anguish. We have fought shoulder 
to shoulder with our Palestinian brothers in their struggle to establish 
justice and truth. We Bangladeshis are Muslims progressive and a freedom 
loving people. Bangladesh views the Islamic Umma as a single soul 
animating a single body politic. If one part of it is hurt, we suffer 

pain all over. Therefore, Mr President, I wish to reassure you of our 
total support to the Palestinian cause both in war and peace. Lastly, I 

on behalf of the Government and 90 million people of Bangladesh wish this 
esteemed Council Session a success. Long live the solidarity between the 
peoples of Palestine and Banglades. Long live PLO." 


cso: 4600/1839 














BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


BANK OF CHINA DELEGATION--Mr Jin Deqin, President Bank of China, now in city 
leading a three-member Chinese Banking delegation, spent a busy day on 
Thursday. Mr Jin Deqin and the members of the delegation met senior bank 
executives and Government officials. The delegation had a meeting with Mr 
Al-Hussainy, Secretary, Industries and then separately met the Managing 
Directors of Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Sangstha (BSRS) and the Bangladesh Shilpa 
Bank (BSB). Mr Jin Deqin discussed the possibilities of collaboration in 
industrial financing in Bangladesh through BSRS. The Bank of China is 
expected to extend its help to BSRS in its future programmes. The Chinese 
banking team also had a discussion with the Managing Director of the BSB 

and other senior officers of the bank. Mr Jin Deqin also met Mr Kharul Kabir, 
Managing Director of Bangladesh Krishi Bank. They discussed matters relating 
to mutual cooperation on agricultural financing. Mr Kabir explained the 
activities of Krishi Bank in the development of farm sector in Bangladesh. 
[Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 25 Feb 83 p 3] 


'HOLIDAY' EDITOR--Mr Enayetullah Khan, founder Editor of Holiday, former 
Editor of Bangladesh Times and a former Minister who resigned from the Zia 
cabinet in October 1978 has formally taken over as Editor of Holiday, the 
national weekend newspaper from February 26, 1983, says a Press release. 
Holiday, which was closed down thrice by successive regimes of Yahya and 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is now in its 18th year of publication and is one of 
the most well-known opinion-journals of South Asia to the outside world. 
[Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 24 Feb 83 p 3] 


CSO: 4600/1838 
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REPORTAGE ON CABINET RESHUFFLE, NEW MINISTRY 
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G.K. Reddy Report 


Lhi F 14--The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, has 


. ty Ne t = 
.% “v aso irilrgy 1 CVU 


sped the Communications Minister, Mr A.P. Sharma, and the Civil Supplies 


or. Mr Bhishma Narain Singh, from the Union Cabinet in the second 


cf 
lment of reshuifle of her team. 
_P. Sharma, who has been in poor health for some time, is being 


ed Governor of Punjab, but there is no indication yet of how Mrs 


Arie 


‘ntends to utilise Mr Bhishma Narain Singh's services. 


her changes announced tonight include the transfer of Mr N.K.P. 


‘lve. who has been holding independent charge of Information and 
Broadcasting, to Steel and Mines in a similar capacity, after detaching 


sortfolio from Industry with which it was clubbed together during 
r 


cr) oo 


Crear ance Ieade ‘ u Rhao + lan he a Mianicto 
songre sader, Mr H.K.L. Bhagat, wno nas been a Minister o! 
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LI he Ministry oft works ana Housifig, has opeen given indeps naenct 
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© Information and Broadcasting in place of Mr Salve, In appreciation 


ork done by him during the recent municipal and Metropolitan 
‘ons. He will continue to function concurrently as a Minister 


i Lec 

tate r Parliamentary Affairs under Mr Buta Singh who was elevated to 
+ rank during the recent reshuffle. 
“inistrv of Food and Civil Supplies has been created and the Civil 


fon Minister, Mr Bhagwat Jha Azaa has been given independent charge 
+ without anv change in his status as a Minister of State. The 
ilture Minister, Rao Birendra Singh, who has lost charge of the 
ment of Food, will preside over the newly created Cabinet Committee 
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of Civil Aviation and Tourisn 


rments merged: The two departments 
whi were separated last year and placed in independent charge ot Cwo 
{ r tf Scate, Bhagwat Jha Azad and Mr Khurshid Alam Khan, Alave 


° 
uUrismMm, 


Tne Minister of State for T 
Civil Aviation and 


into one Ministry again. 
Mr Khurshid Alam Xhan will now hold combined charge of 
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yd ment said that the Minister of State in the Ministry} 
sjcations will hold independent charge 0! this porttolio for the 
I merce Minister, Mr V.P. Singh, will be holding additional charge of 
t wrtment of Supply following Mr Bhishma Narain Singh's resignation. 
g ys Dulari Sinha, Minister of State in the combined Ministry of Industry 


-+ol and Mines has been shifted to the Ministry of Commerce tollowing 





© addition of the Department of Supply to it. 
ty Ministe the Ministry of Civil Supplies and Supply, Mr Usman 
Arif k ‘as been transferred to the Ministry of Works and Housing 
I W the separation of the Civil Supplies and Supply portfolios 
shuirtie. 
exit ot Mr A.P. Sharma and Mr Bhishma Narain Singh, the strength 
C Cabinet has come down to 18 from 20 including the Prime Minister, and 
nisters tate holding independent charge has gone up from six to 
1c, while the overall strength of the Council of Ministers has come 
ri ) to 58 as no additions have been made during this reshuffle. 
[tr was obvious from the limited nature of the changes announced tonight 
- Mrs Gandhi is planning another instalment at an appropriate stage 
t molete the Cabinet reshuffle for improving the image of her Government 
roviding for better performance. It would not be surprising if a 


pro- 


‘inisters are dropped during the next round of this 
nake way for the induction of some new faces. 


~- v . . ~~, 
Pra e exer se to 


List of Ministers 
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 14.—The folk 
lowing, according to PTI, \s tBe 
new Union Counctll of Minigters 
qfter todays reshuffle : 

CABINET 

Mrs Indira Gandh!, Prime Mints 
ter-—Atomic Energy, Space. Seience 
and Technology 

“Mr Prana) Mukherlee+Finance 

Mr PV. Nafasimha Rao—Eater- 
na. Affairs 

Mr R. Venkataraman—Defence 

ue P. C. Sethi—Home 

vr S B. Chavan—Planaling 

Mv- A B A Ghani Khen Chav 
Shury —Ral. ways 

Mr P Shiv Shanker—ZEnergy and 


Petroleum 





Fertilizers 

Mr N. Oz 
Steel and Mints 

Mr Jagannath Kausha'—La¥, 
Justice and Company Afiairs 

Mr Veerendra Pati—Labour and 
Rehabilitation 

Mr B Shankaranand--Health 
and Farily Welfare 

Rao Birendra Singh—Agriculture 
and Rural Development 

Mr Vijay Bhaskara Reddy — 
Shipping and Transport (temnpor- 
ary charge) 

Mr V. P. Singh-Oommerce and 
temporary charge of Supmy 

r Buta Singh—Parlamentaty 


Tiwari—Industry, 


Affairs and Sports 








MINISTERS OF STATE (IN- 
DEPENDENT CHARGE) 

Mre Shella Kaul—Education and 
Social Welfare 

Mr Ja~inath Mishra—Rural 
Deve opment 

ve RN. Mintha—Irrigation 

“> N K.P. Salve—Steel and 
Mines 

Mr H KL. Bhagat—Information 
and Broadcasting and Parliamen- 
tavy Affairs 

“fr Bhagwat Tha Arad—Food and 
Civ’) Suoplies 

Mr Kbrysheed Alam Khan— 
Tou-iep and Civil Aviation. 

MINISTERS OF STATE 

Mr VN Gad gi--Communit» 
tions:. Mrs Ram Duiari Sinha— 
Commerce: “Mr  Shivraj Patii— 
Selence and Technology, Atomic 
Energy, Space, Fletronices and 
Ocean Deve!oument: Mr A. 
Pohim—Fxternal Affairs: Mr Pat- 
*abh! Rama Rao-—-Finance, Mr Z. 
R Ansori-Shivping _ and Trans 
mort Mr Gargt Shanker Mishra— 
Petroleum, Mrs § Wohsina Kid» si 
Health and Family Welfare; Mr 


Nihar Ranjan Laskar—-Home; it 
Yogendra Mak» ana—Agriculture; 
Mr R. C. Rath—Chemicals and 
Fertilizers; Mr C. K Jaffar Sha- 
rief—Raijways; Mr Daibit Singh— 
Coal; Mr Virabhadra Singh—!In- 
dustry; Mr P. Venkatasubdbaiah— 
Home; Mr S. M. Krishna—Indus- 
try; Mr K. P. Singh Deo—Defence, 
Mr Artf Mohammed Khan—Agr!- 
culture; Mr Dharam Vir—Labour 
and Rehabilitation, Mr Chander 
Shekhar Singh—Energy; Mr Kal- 
pneth Rai—Parilamentaty Affairs. 

DEPUTY MINISTERS 

Mobammed Usmen Arif—Works 
and Housing: Mr Ghulam Nabi 
Azad—Law, Justice and Company 
Affairs: Mr Ashok Gehiot—Touris™ ; 
Miss Kumudben Joshi—Health and 
Family Welfare; Mr Mal'ikarfun— 
Parliamentary Affairs and Informa 
tion and Broadcasting Mr Viiay 
N. Pati) Communications, Mr 
Janardhana Poojary--Finance; Mr 
M.S. Sanieevt Rao—Electronics; 
Mr P. A. Sangms-—Commeree, Mr 
Digvilay Singh—Environment and 
Mr P. K Thungon-—-Education, | 
Culture and Social Welfare. 
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PRESS REPORTAGE ON ASSAM ELECTIONS, CRISIS 

Political Leaders on Elections 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 16 Feb 81 pp l, 9 
(Article by Mihir Mukherjee] 


[Text] Gauhati, Feb 15--Despite the low poll estimated at 10 percent to 25 
percent in 42 constituencies in the Brahmaputra valley yesterday, leaders of 
the political parties participating in the elections think that AASU's 
strategy to thwart the elections has been defeated. 


They claim that casting of votes by even 10 percent of the people in the 
prevalent atmosphere of terror indicates that there is a force in Assam 
which desires a democratic solution to the State's problems. They regretted 
that the people had to go through a painful process to prove that the AASU 
did not hold brief for everybody. 


Mr Nurul Hussain, the acting president and Mr Girindra Barua, acting 
general secretary of AASU have in a statement congratulated the people 

for boycotting the elections. They said the people had defeated the 
designs of the political parties. The AASU leaders questioned the polling 
figures announced by the Government. 


Mrs Rajendra Kumari Bajpaj, the Congress (I1)'s observer in Assam said that 
yesterday's polling had indicated that people had not listened to the 
AASU. She alleged that some Assamese officers on polling duty had tried 
to sabotage the eiections. 


The CPI(M) leader, Mr Achintya Bhattacharjee, while admitting that only 
committed voters had turned up yesterday said that "a distinct and strong 
force" which wanted a peaceful and democratic solution to the State's 
problems had emerged. He said the elections were necessary to identify 
that force. 


Mr Bhattarcharjee, whose party had 12 MLAs in the last Assembly and is 
contesting for 28 seats in the current elections would not make a guess 
about the prospects of his party candidates. He said that the holding of 
the elections was more important than the results. He claimed that his 
party had fought disruptive forces in Assam. Eight of his party members 
were killed. The CPI(M) had posted polling agents in most of the booths 
yesterday. 











Mr Arabinda Ghosh, a CPI leader, said the poor response of voters did not 
indicate that the AASU had scored a victory. Many people had kept themselves 


indoors out of fear. 

Leaders of all political parties expressed concern at the growing incidence 
of violence. Reports of clashes from different parts of Assam are being 

t Dispur every hour. Last night, a part of Gauhati was ablaze 


. ‘? j 
ecelved at 


‘llowing a clash between two groups in the Satasil and Ambari areas. 


r 

f 

A large number of houses belonging to people of different communitie 
set on fire. At the Maligaon railway colony, 13 people were injured in 


bomb explosions this afternoon. 


All the three major political parties--the CPI(M), CPI and the Congress (1)-- 
have criticized the role of the BJP in inflaming communal passion and 
creating disturbances. The CPI(M) leader stated that it was an ominous 

that a dangerous stand had been taken by the BJP and the Janata Party 
-ollusion with AASU. The BJP was disturbing communal harmony. 


~ 


The CPI leaders accused the BJP of giving a communal colour to every clash. 


Mrs Bajpai, the Congress (J) observer, said that as the BJP had no base 
in Assam it was trying to fish in troubled waters. She alleged that the 


Ri? was behind all the communal trouble. 


Political leaders feared there would be more clashes between different 


Mr Atal Behari Vapayee, the BJP leader, arrived here today. He is scheduled 


j le 
t ‘dress a meeting at Rangia, 55 km irom Gauhati. Mr Vajpayee will stay 
in Assam till the elections are over and will visit Tezpur, Dibrugarh 
and Jorhat. 


+ ’ . | 3 ef . aie Dna 1 a . . 
BJP Le -s alleged that tension had mounted following Mrs Gandhi's visit 
to Assam and inflammatory speeches made by the Railway Minister, Mr A.B.A. 
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Ethnic Polarization Noted 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 17 Feb 83 pl 
[Article by Mihir Mukherjee] 


[Text] Gauhati, Feb 16--Polarization of the people on an ethnic basis is 
complete in Assam. Ethnic tension and clashes between different groups 
have now become a daily feature of life in this State. It is widely 
believed that Assam will witness scenes of communal violence even aiter 


the elections. 


Many blame the leaders of political parties and those who organized the 
movement against foreign nationals for the present state of affairs. 

They say the AASU and the Gana Sangram Parishad have made unreasonable 
demands and the political parties which are now participating in the poll 
failed to tackle the sensitive situation. 


Leaders of AASU described the present situation as a state of war. They 
said that all the people of Assam were now united with the sole objective 
of driving away foreigners. The holding of the elections and the reign 

of terror let loose by the Centre had strengthened the unity of the people, 


they claimed. 


Mr Arun Sarma, a member of the executive committee of AASU said the situ- 
ation was very much in their favour. The people had responded to AASU's 
ll by boycotting the elections and the response would be greater tomorrow 


and on February 20, the last polling date in Assam. 


The AASU leaders claimed that except for Cachar, not more than 2 percent 
people had cast their votes on the first day of polling. They alleged that the 
foreign nationals were responsible for the riots. These people had become 
desperate and knew this was the opportune moment to attack the original 
inhabitants as the movement against foreigners was now at a very weak stage. 


Mr Sarma said che AASU was against communal politics and had sent out 
volunteers to rural areas to restore communal harmony. He remarked that 
rhe Government had totally failed to control the situation. He stated 
that any Government, installed after the elections would be ingnored by 
State and AASU would continue with renewed vigour its 


— 


the peopie of the 
et infiltration of foreign nationals here. 
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He said AASU had set up a relief centre at Gauhati Medical Coilege and 


7. 


was sending out teams to the affected areas. 


With the spread of violence, the number of injured people brought to 
Gauhati Medical College is daily increasing. At present there are 71 
people at the Medical College Hospital. They had been seriously wounded 
in police firing anda clashes. Some of them narrated gruesome tales of 


9olice repression ind attacks on tnem. 
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Whatever the Centre does or does not do in this terrible situation, it 
will be very difficult for the Assamese, Bengalis and even tribals to live 
together with the necessary confidence for a long time to come with so 
much of bitterness on the rampage. According to reports reaching Delhi, 
the horrors of the communal frenzy in the villages rocked by violence are 
reminiscent of the partition riots. 


The big worry is that there are many disaffected elements in adjoining 
areas like Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Manipur that they 
might feel encouraged to gang up with the hardliners in the Brahmaputra 
Valley to plunge the whole North-East into serious turmoil on a much larger 
scale than in the past. The Centre has to be wary of such a threat and 

take timely steps from now on to forestall it, before the Assam situation 
gets out of hand in the wake of these elections. 


This whole area is so emotionally detached from the rest of the country 
because of its remote location that the very presence of the Army and 
paramilitary formations like the BSF and CRPF is counter-productive. 

There is no easy way out of this cruel dilemma since the local administra- 
tion in the North-East is unable to cope with the challenging law and 
order problems without active Central involvement. The growing unrest in 
neighbouring Bangladesh is adding to India's concern in dealing with the 
explosive situation in Assam. 


The incident yesterday in Goalpara where some excited men of the Assam 
Police and the CRPF men exchanged fire in which five jawans were killed 
and eight injured to the great dismay of the State Government has come 

as a painful reminder of how even routine frictions could spark a clash. 
The Army had to be moved into the area. The two groups of Central and 
State policemen stationed in separate buildings in a school compound were 
compelled to surrender to their superior authorities who were unable to 


reach the spot earlier since their helicopter could not land there. 


At an emergency meeting in Delhi it was decided to deal firmly with the 
two groups of defiant policemen pending a high level inquiry into the 
incident. The strain of the round the clock duty for the past several 
ridently been telling on the morale of the police. 
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UNI reports: Men of the CRPF and the Assam Police who fought a gun battle 
at Goalpara town laid down their arms at noon today and surrendered to their 
respective ottficers. 


Lok Sabha Debate 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Feb 83 ppl, 9 


New Delhi, February 2i--In a rare move, the Lok Sabha today 
decided to suspend official business and gave recedence to a 

g 
Assam situation on the first working day of the budget session. 
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even important subjects are taken up soon after question hour. But 


was suspended. Contrary to a well-established convention, 
ficial papers and government notifications were not placed on 


of the house when the debate began in a highly surcharged atmos- 


Mr Balram Jakhar, made an obituary reference to those killed 


’ 


in the recent Assam disturbances and conveyed the sympathies of the house 


A c4haa 


‘t to those who were killed. 
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lies of the victims. Members stood in silence as a mark of 


ye minister, Mr P.C. Sethi, read out a detailed statement, 
the government's stand. Soon after that, the leader of the 


Party, Mr Madhu Dandavate, moved that the house should take up the 


7 mn c + 9 7 y 
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The le -r of the Bharatiya Janata Party, Mr A.B. Vaijpayee, in a substitute 

motion s ested that a parliamentary committee be sent to Assam to study 

th ‘ses of the recent disturbances and suggest remedial measures to 

restore normal there. 

The Rajva Sabha also observed one minute's silence as a mark of respect to 

those who were killed in Assam. 

M hate launched the attack on the government by his 30-minute hard- 

hittin peech which was heard in rapt attention in the Lok Sabha. Without 

mincin ds, he ‘used the government and the Prime Minister of creating 

the present situation in Assam. 

The Janata Party leader said that the Prime Minister was trying to mislead 

the people. To put the record straight, he asserted that the three opposi- 

ti r<jes--the Janata, the BJP and the Lok Dal--had offered to support 

st tional amendment to extend the President's rule in Assam. These 
tie d suggested that Parliament's session should be extended for a 

d ) to adopt the constitutional amendment. 

t t ernment developed cold feet and decided to hold the elections 
whi he described as a “tarce" and said one was reminded of the elections 
in Cerm during the regime of Hitler on the strength of paratroopers. 

Mr Dand sceused the railway minister, Mr A.B.A. Ghani Khan Choudhury 
of inciting communal and regional passions and misusing official machinery 
He said that 2 h urvy had been saying in his speeches to the Bangeli- 
S| eoole, "If they kill one of yours you kill four ¢ fF them." 

















Mr Dandavate said he was prepared to make this statement outside the house 
and let Mr Choudhury prosecute him for levelling such a charge. 


The former Union minister, Mr C.M. Stephen, the opening speaker of the 
Congress (1), asked rhe home minister to give separate figures oi those 
killed by police firings, group clashes and those killed by forces opposed 
to elections. He demanded that the home minister should clearly state 

as to how many people lost their lives as a chain reaction to the agitation 
launched against "Foreigners" in Assam. 


Elections had to be held to avoid a situation of anarchy in Assam, as there 
would have been no government in the state after March 18, 1983. He 
accused the Janata Party, the BJP and the Lok Dal of supporting the agita- 
tion, for they wanted to create anarchy in the state, Mr Stephen said. 


Mr Samar Mukherjee (CPM) said that elections had to be held in Assam, as 
there was no alternative left. Assam, he said, was a composite state 
unlike other linguistic states. The Assam agitation was launched by those 
who were playing into the hands of disruptionists. 


The agitation, he said, was a part of the bigger "Operation Brahmaputra" 
designed and financed by the CIA by bringing about disintegration of the 
North-East. From where have they (agitators) acquired weapons like sten guns, 


ne asKec. 


Mr Mukherjee also confirmed the allegations levelled by Mr Dandavate against 
Mr Ghani Khan Choudhury and said that the railway minister's speeches were 


inflammatory. 
Home Minister's Speech 


Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Feb 83 p 10 
[Text] New Delhi, Seb 21--The following is the text of the suo motu state- 
ment on Assam made by the Union Home Minister, Mr P.C. Sethi, in the Lok 


altoaa 
S sha today. 


"The recent happenings in Assam in the last few days have caused us deep 


anguish. Yesterday, | visited a few of the worst affected areas. The 
brutality and the horror perpetrated on the innocent people, including 

children, and large-scale arson and destruction of properties is difficult 
to describe. The Prime Minister herself is visiting some of the affected 


places today. 


The immediate task betore us is to render all possible assistance in this 
hour of distress to the affected families. This is being attended to with 
ion Medical relief and other supplies have been rushed. 
their relief and rehabilita- 
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and distrust and disturbed harmony among different sections and groups. 
It is unfortunate that ethnic and communal passions have been unleashed 


‘longed agitation in Assam has generated an atmosphere of bitterness 


ico aad 
“4 1 


ke of the controversies which were triggered since tne agitation. 


One immediate provocation for this holocaust is reported to be the 


-ocentment of some sections of the people against those who wish to 
‘r democratic right of franchise. It is rej l-known that 
t 
o frustrate the process. I deeply regret that a large number 
of lives have been lost though not all of them have been directly connected 
with the elections. It is unfortunate that some political parties have 
| sn to lend support to these elements and have not even condemned the 


Hon'ble members are aware that the Government has spared no effort to find 
atisfactory solution of the vexed problem of foreigners in Assam. In 
apart from consultation with the Opposition from time to 
time, seven rounds oi tripartite talks have been held. When the last round 
of trinartite talks in January failed to resolve the deadlock, the Prime 
Minister met the leaders of Opposition on January 5 and apprised them of 

t position [In the absence of unanimity among the Opposition parties 
recarding extension of President's rule through an amendment of the 
Constitution, the only alternative for extending President's rule which 


tais endeav our, 





was to end by March 18 was by taking recourse [CO clause (5) of Article 356 
the Constitution. The Government was not in favour of such a step. 


in y r the announcement of elections by the Election commission, 
2 prolonged, intensified and militant programme ot agitation was launched 
AASU and the AAGSP. All kinds of intimidatory tactics were adopted 


D tne 
ind imate of terror was sought to be created by resorting to violence. 
Candidates, their supporters, family members, party offices and party 
workers became the target ol attack. One candidate, Satya Narain Ram 

‘e the Assembly constituency and in another incident, the proposer of 

yere brutally killed. In a few cases, family members of the 

ididates we kidnapped and bombs were thrown at the candidates and 

thei idences. ‘Dite the desperate attempts by the agitators and 


to thwart the process of filing of nominations, some 600 
heir nominations for the Assembly and the Lok Sabha seats. 


aiadaa 


[It is to be deeply regretted that even thereafter determined efforts were 
made t rustrate poll in every possible manner. In the period between 
tt minations and the poll, large-scale arson was resorted to by 

iscreants to disrupt communications by destroying bridges, sabotage of 

i lw tracks and telephone lines. At some places, the mobs attacked 

ylice partie ut ts/polling booths witl lethal weapons including 
fire The police had to resort to tiring to disperse these mobs. 
[It is to the credit of our people and a measure of their courage that in 
spit >. they came forward to exercise their basic right and 
Iomonstrated trat tney nave abiding faith in the democratic values. 

















Since the agitation in 1979 there has been considerable escalation in 
violence and a spurt in extremist activities. The Government has shown 
utmost patience and restraint in dealing with the situation in spite of 
grave provocations. The Government has strained every resource and made 
elaborate law and order arrangements to ensure [ree and fair conduct of 
the poll. The tragic and repre ehensible incidents witnessed in Assam which 
have caused deep anguish deserve to be condemned by all sections of the 
House as violence has no place in a democracy. 


The Government has always believed that issues may be resolved through 
discussion and nothing should be done to disturb peace. It is hoped that 
after a representative Government has taken office, the development of 
the State will be accelerated and the many pressing problems of the 
people of Assam will be satisfactorily solved. The Central Government on 
its part would continue efforts at finding an amicable solution to the 
problem of foreign nationals. 


In the end, I seek cooperation of all members, whatever their views or 
policies, in promoting harmony and amity amongst different communities/ 
iving in Assam. What is needed now is not acrimony but a healing 
| am sure all members of the House will join me in expressing our 
what has happened and = conveying our deep-felt sympathies to 


groups l 
touch. 

anguish at 
the victims of senseless violence."--PTI 


Need for Consensus 
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[Text] New Delhi, Feb 21--The main political parties in the country in an 
amazing display of malev ‘olence and caprice are engaged in recrimination, 
accusing one another of culpability for the tragic turn of events in 


should rise above the rut of party politics and make a 


Assam, when the: 
united effort to end the orgy of senseless violence in this strife-torn 


State. 

The ruling Congress, which should have set the tone for such 4 non-partisan 
effort, has been justifying its decision to hold the elections in the face 
of widespread violence, claiming rhat it was compelled to do so by non- 
cooperation of the Opposition parties which were bent on exploiting the 


‘tuation to their political advantage. 

It continues to maintain, in defence of the decision 
that the Opposition parties had not offered unconditional support tor 
nstitution, but merely promised to consider it after another 
round of talks with the leaders of the Assam agitation. The three non- 

yn parties--the Janata, the BJP and the Lok Dal--which 


to hold the elections, 


Communist Oppositi 

have bovcotted the elections, have been disputing the Congress (I)'s 
content saying that in offering their support tor the proposed amend- 
ment, Cné had only urged the Government not to take this precipitate step 


before another round of negotiations with the agitation leaders. 
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Communist parties :rgument: The two Communist parties, which have 


isa 


ia 


participated in these elections, had taken the stand that there was no 


harm 


in holding the poll despite the disturbed conditions since it was 


‘ 


the only democratic course open to the Government within the framework 


O 


f the Constitution. The 
srovide for the extension of the President's rule, even if it was speci- 
fically limited to Assam, would set a bad precedent for misuse of these 


y felt that a constitutional amendment to 
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amending powers in other States to suit the political convenience of the 
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eaders of tne ag 


and the CPI (M) have agreed in srinciple that holding the 
5 t 
- of the two evils and they went along with the 


cooc 


ament decision. They have been accusing the Government of placating 
t 


Gover! 
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ition despite their refusal to budge from their 


c 


me positions with the result that no solution could be found to the 
em in the face ot their recalcitrant attitude. 


sublicity abroad: The holocaust in Assam, the worst of its kind 
the horrors of the partition riots, has been receiving adverse 

ry all over the world, especially in the non-aligned countries on 
>£ the Delhi summit conference. In the absence of reliable 


mation of the death roll from Government sources, highly exaggerated 


ulating abroad as though Assam was becoming another 
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very first result of tne counting in the Bihpuria Assembly constituency 
:khimpur district of Assan, where only 500 votes out of a total of 


been polled, has brougit out the futility of the elections. 


25 Assembly constituencies and seven of the 12 Parliamentary 
een held up either partly or totally because of the 


n 
oO 


irbec conditions. 


Constituting new Assembly: But the Flection Commission has to constitute 
the new Assembly with whatever results have been declared before the 
termination of the President's rule. It is an open question whether the 
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rupted polling in the constituencies where it has been partly or 


over can be completed soon in the prevailing atmosphere. 
-oral rules provide for the continuance of the same conditions, 
esh polling has to be ordered in places where it could not be held 
stever reason. But the contesting candidates and their parties 
se entitled to campaign until the new deadline set for it. 


rime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, who returned tonight from a flying 
ssam, is likely to give Parliament tomorrow her assessment of 
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ming Opposition: but ner intervention by i1tseit! wili not help 


-¢ she is able to provide the necessary lead in treating the Assam 
-, ‘tional problem. It is no use blaming the Opposition for 
ym i forward irm assurances of support for amending the 

tuti shen the Congress (1), as a ruling party, has to bear the 
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the administrative level, the 


At 
measures for dealing 
taking all possible precautions to 
overtones of an insurgency with the 
even after the electians. 

Opposition cooperation vital: 


Eastern States has to be 


the Centre has to seek the widest 
source to give a truly national complexion 
necessary to enlist the 
them for their alle 
been speaking with one voice. 

CPI-M Politburo 
Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Feb 83 p 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 20--The Poli 
today expressed its grief at the 
anti-poll violence and said it was 
CPI(M) with appeasing 


situation in the State. 


charging tne 


1, = Ve, 
tne gphastiy 


It repudiated the propaganda of the 
CPI(M) Secretary, Mr E.M.S. 
election campaign, had directed his 
to "foreigners." 


fan ral 
Uelihetadrc 


peopie appease 


"Some of opposition parties 


boycotting 

the hilt have been making similar s 
Dem it solution: The Politburo 
advocating "a democratic 

protecting the rights 

either Indian citizens already or 4 
"rhe CPI(M) has all along been call 
Assam, among tne Assamese-speaking 
minorities, to come together to iso 
leading the agitation," it added. 


Centre 
with the wave ot 


loss of 


the elections and backing the 


solution to the problem of "foreigners, ' 
of all those non-Assamese speaking people who are 


the emergency 
Assam. It is also 
rom assuming the 

in acts of terrorism 


has set in mot 10n 
violence sweeping 
prevent the tragedy i 
agitators indulging 


e 


If the inter-related unrest in the North- 
tackled together as part of a shared syndrome, 
measure of support from every available 


to the effort. And it is 


cooperation of the Opposition without berating 
zed double talk while the Congress (I) itself has not 


Statement 
) 


of the CPI(M) in a statement 
innocent lives in the Assam 
"precisely those who are falsely 
'foreigners' who are responsible for 


tburo 


Assam agitation leaders that the 
Namboodiripad, during the recent 
speeches against the Assamese-speaking 


, particularly of the BJP who are 
"Cocessionist" agitationists to 
tatements,"” it added. 

‘PI(M) had all along been 
fully 


said the 


re entitled to Indian citizens‘up." 


ing on all the democratic forces in 
people and the religious and linguistic 
he secessionist elements 


‘oa > 3 ££, 
Late and defeat t 


the unity of the people inhabiting 


The CPI(M) has always worked to defend 

Assam and the protection of the rights of all sections of the people 
equally.’ 

The statement adae "The Politburo wants the people in the whole country 
to appre ate the courageous struggie Oo! the democratic parties and forces 
in Assam, and calls on them to rally to the support »f these democratic 
forces ¢t iefeat the "secessionist" game ot! pitting the minorities against 
the Assamese-speaking people. 











Our Cochin Statt Reporter writes: 


Multi-lingual character: Mr Namboodiripad said here today that though the 
present election in Assam would not solve any basic problem of that State, 
the elections had to be held at whatever cost. 


Talking to newsmen here, he said if elections were to be postponed in 
the face of violence, it could be made an excuse by authoritarian forces 
wherever they did not want elections. 


Mr Namboodiripad said that the multilingual ethnic character of Assam 


aad 


had to be realised if the problems of the State were to be solved. 


The marxist leader felt that the Assam movement was another version of 
the Shiv Sena movement in Bombay. 


"Tt is the right of the people to have elections held an any suggestion 
ne them would only help Mrs Indira Gandhi perpetuate authori- 


tarianism, he added. 


O 


to postp 


Extremists Behind Violence 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Feb 83 p l 
Gauhati, Feb 20--The agitation extremists are alleged to be 
ible for the continuing mob violence and communal clashes in the 
according to the State administration. 
A senior Government spokesman told this correspondent that extremist 


lements who were behind acts of sabotage and violence during pre-election 
days are responsible for inciting communal trouble in differcnt parts of 


. 


According to the spokesman, the clashes between various religious, linguistic 


and ethnic groups are the result of attacks and intimidation by the agita- 
tionists on those who favour the holding of polls. 

The spokesman described press reports on the issue as highly exaggerated. 
Only areas which had a long record of communal strife and where anti-poll 
terrorism was intense have been mainly affected this time, he added. 


utomatic and semi-automatic guns in the attacks on police 


- 
J 
— 
-_ 


Extensive 


was evidence that the extremists were active on the scene, he said. The 


shootout between the Assam police personnel and the CRP in Goalpara last 
a was also, according to the spokesman, incited by the agitation support- 
ers wi re alleged to have misled the local policemen that their families 


had been killed in the CRP firing at Lakhimpur. 











Meanwhile, another Deputy Superintendent of Police was dismissed from 

service under Article 3ll (of the Constitution) for alleged dereliction 
of duty. He is among the 50 gazetted and 13 non-gazettea Government 
servants who have been dismissed under the special provisions of the 


Constitution by which the Governor can terminate the services of Government 
servants without hoiding any official inquiry. 


Among the Government servants dismissed are three who, according to the 
Government, have been engaged in activities atfecting the security of the 


State. 
Gandhi Action Praised 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Feb 83 p 2 


|{Edito i il] 

[Text] The Prime Minister acted wisely by rushing to Assam which has 
witnessed in recent weeks the most shocking fratricidal conflict since 
independence. Assam is in dire need of a healing touch. What is required 
is a move that would unwind the crisis sufficiently so as to allow the 

be resumed by the agitation leaders and the Government. 
Such a lead can come not trom officials or the Governor, or for that 
matter, from any other person, but from Mrs Indira Gandhi. She alone has 
the stature and statesmanship which can meet the gravity of the situation 
in north-east India. Meanwhile, nothing should be done to aggravate the 
crisis. Public figures in Assam and elsewhere who enjoy confidence and 
respect should be persuaded to intervene [to relieve the distress of the 
people affected by the recent riots and also to see that the AASU and 


broken dialugue to 


AAGSP leaders return to the conterence table. They must be persuaded 

to realise that ghastly acts of terrorism have inflicted deep wounds on 
Assam and done incalculable damage CO their own cause. The Government 

own part must decide~--and decide promptly--what it can do to defuse 


on its 
tt All political parties--irrespective of their stand on holding 


ic ‘risis. 
the elections--must help in this process and desist trom exploiting the 
shocking incidents [tor furthering their own partisan ends. It is unpardon- 


able crime to obstruct efforts, political and constitutional, to save the 


situation from worsening further. 


‘ruation in Assam is so tragic and grave that it will be insensitive 
change course in that State if that wili help. 
What has happened in some Assam villages can be described only as primitive 
tribalism. The emotions roused by the three-year-long agitation which 
limaxed in widespread opposition to the election, have broken the thin 
order submerging the traditions of moderation and gentleness for 


crust r 
which the people oi Assam were once famous. Villages have been razed and 


thousands killed, not counting many more who have been maimed and made 
paupers. Bloodshea ilways leaves a trail of bitterness which is difficult 
to obliterate. An election is designed to create representative institu- 
tions. By electing them ‘n a climate reasonably tree [rom coercion, fear 
and direct prt cure the people resolve the outstanding political issues 














for a given period. None of these objects are met by the polls which have 
been held in Assam this month. A small minority of the Assam electorate 
appears to have exercised franchise. The circumstances of polling were so 
distorted that it is difficult to attest that the procedure adopted in all 
parts of the State conformed to the law. The campaign itself, confined to 
the areas inhabited by the minorities or tea plantations, has deepened the 
cleavage between the minorities, the tribal population and Assamese-speaking 
people. Fear, by all accounts, was all pervading and the authorities were 
in no position to ensure polling in conditions which can be termed as free 
or fair. If the 1976 Assembly which was elected on a high poll was so ir- 
relevant to the crisis, how much less relevant the Assembly brought into 
being on an exceptionally low poli is going to be? No useful purpose is 
served by taking on this issue a legalistic stand and insist that this 
month's election is conclusive and the outcome has the same validity as of 


a normal election. 


What has happened in Assam should forewarn all concerned against a similiar 
blunder being made in Punjab. Assam's situation interacts with that in 
Puniab. The Punjab crisis demands not a display of negotiating skill but 

a political initiative to break the logjam, and this can again come only 
from Mrs Gandhi. 


Government Role Scored 
Bombay THE TIMES OF -INDIA in English 22 Feb 83 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text] After the great Calcutta killings in 1946, the Nellie killings in 
1983. Nothing so gruesome has disgraced India since the post-partition 
riots. This has sent shock waves through the length and breadth of the 
country. The Indian people have witnessed a lot of violence in this 
century. But just as Calcutta is indelibly imprinted on their minds, so 
will Nellie be. Like the Calcutta massacre, the butchery in Nellie is a 
case apart. The Calcutta killings led to partition and the holocaust 

that followed. More than anything else, this explosion of communal frenzy 
macness convinced the Congress leadership, with the sole exception of 
Gandhiji, that partition had become unavoidable. Hopefully, Nellie will 
not set in motion a similar chain of events leading to another disaster. 
But how can one be sure in the face of the kind of incomprehension and 


incompetence that the country has been witnessing on the part of those who 
are in charge of its affairs? 


and 


The Nellie tragedy is an outcome of the Union government's decision to 
impose elections on Assam, In all probability it would not have taken 
place if the authorities had not pressed ahead with the ill-conceived 
move even after daily clashes involving heavy losses of life had made 

it abundantly clear that the poll would not settle any issue and, indeed, 
that it would greatly aggravate the situation. It was this realisation 


which had persuaded us on February 11 to modify our previous support for 


for an urgent review of the decision. What had 


i : 417 
the poll and to call 














become evident to us by the first week of February should have been far 
clearer to the authorities with access to detaiied intelligence reports 
from all parts of Assam. but they went ahead with the elections. The 
results are there for all to see. Nellie floodlights the horror in Assam. 


The Union home minister has reaffirmed the official stand that the govern- 
nent ordered the elections because it had no option in view of the lack 

of "unanimity among the opposition parties regarding extension of 
President's rule through an amendment to the Constitution." This is at 
best a half-truth which Mr P.C. Sethi should have spared the country. 

The fact is that the government was halt-hearted in its advocacy of the 
necessary constitutional amendment. Indeed, it dropped the proposal last 
November after the Janata, the BJP and the Lok Dal had agreed to support 
the necessary amendment to the Constitution. Why? Surely not because 

it had any reason, however flimsy, to believe that it was in a position to 
Organise a reasonably fair and free poll. It must have known that a 
majority of the Assamese-speaking inhabitants of the Brahmaputra valley 
would boycott it and do all in their power to frustrate it. 


This leaves two possible explanations for its subsequent decision to order 
the elections. First, it did not want to set up a precedent whereby a 
determined minority could frustrate the democratic process. Secondly, it 
felt that the Congress (1) could come to power in Gauhati on the strength 
of the support of the ethnic minorities. The first explanation is weak, 
for if (God forbid) an Assam-like situation develops, say in Punjab, 

it is inconceivabie that New Delhi would attempt to organise 2 poll there. 
So that leaves the second explanation in the field. To put it mildly, 

it does not speak well of those who engage in such calculations. Mr 

C.M. Stephen's statement in Parliament on Monday inadicates that such 
calculations were in tact made. He is quoted by UNI as having said that 
"sz the elections had not been held...the life and property of millions 
minorities and tribals would also have been in danger." 


So instead of expiation we get half-truths (Sethi) and fantastic nonsense 


(Stephen). This makes it extremely difficult to believe that the government 
will see reason even at this late stage. But it must not pile folly upon 


folly and wilifully assist the forces of chaos, anarchy and disintegration 
tinat are abroad in the whole of the north-east. It must recognise that 
the "elections" have been a farce, that a legislature "elected" in this 
manner will lack legitimacy and that a "government" produced by such a 
") ooislature” will be an insult to the Assamese-speaking people. It must, 


-o. annul the "poll" and enact the necessary constitutional provisions 


, 
~ yr >* 
there. ites L 


hich can enable it to keep the state under President's rule for so long 


which 

1s it takes to find satisfactory solutions (there can be no one solution) 
to its many problems. There can be little doubt that most opposition 
parties will go along with the government on such a move. 

This is not to absoive tne AASU and the AAGSP of their share of the 
responsibility tor today's horrific climate. But that can, in the circum- 
Stances, merely render unfair a cali for the resignation of those who have 
enacted the folly of holding "slections" in Assam. it cannot exonerate 
them of the charges of chicanery, incompetence or worse. 




















Exploitation Scored 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 22 Feb 83 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text] Mrs Gandhi has done well to go and see for herself what the 
convulsive events of the last few days have done to Assam. From a brief 
visit she cannot have derived anything more than an outline of the grim 
tragedy; even so, she must have had a clearer idea of a horrifying sequence 
which may still not have come to an end. Some of the forces at work were 
known from the beginning; new ones have been unleashed in the course of the 
turmoil. Their nature and the incalculable consequences of their inter- 
action need to be pondered both in Gauhati and in New Delhi, and above all 
by Mrs Gandhi herself. Her last visit to Assam was as party leader rather 
than as Prime Minister, a fact which was unnecessarily underlined by the 
selective nature of her election campaign. She could have avoided identi- 
fying so pointedly with the Bengali electorate; far more regrettable was 
the way Mr Ghani Khan Choudhury appealed to the sectarian sentiment of 
immigrant Muslim voters. But even this did not excuse the cynical manner 
in which Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee tried to exploit opposing sectarian 
prejudices, regardless of the BJP's basic ambivalence towards the main 
issue in the Assam controversy. The non-Communist Opposition parties 
seized an explosive situation to gain a dangerous local relevance. All 
this will have to be examined in determining the causes of savage communal 
clashes cutting across the original division between Assamese and "foreign- 


? 
ers. 


But the "anti-foreigner' agitators have apparently found no reason to 
regret the resulting spread of violent strife. Whatever the immediate 
inspiration, all the disorder, terror and carnage must have seemed to 
them to be an expression of popular protest against the Centre's decision 
to hold the election. They may well congratulate themselves on a virtual 
failure of the electoral exercise, but it is already time for them to 
consider what they have really gained. The exercise has largely been 
frustrated, but much else has happened in the process which can by no 
means advance their cause. It has not been just a matter of Assamese 
resistance to a Central decision or a confrontation between ‘ne local 
population and the Centre's security forces; the massacres in Gohpur, 
Mangaldai and Nellie admit of no such simple explanation. The State's 
internal fabric has been brutally disrupted. It is the people of Assam 
who will have to live with this wider and more frightening legacy of a 
divisive agitation. There should be no doubt about the immediate need. 
The agitation leaders, the political parties and the Central and State 
authorities must do all they can to allay mistrust and defuse tension. 
The political debate can be resumed after order has been restored. There 
is apparently much bitterness about the conduct of the security forces, 
but their task was not made easier by the role of the State's own adminis- 


trative and police personnel. 














'Salutary' Effect of Army 
Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Feb 83 p 9 


(Article by G.K. Reddy | 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 24--Arny units have been moved into almost all the 
districts of Assam to assist the civil administration in maintaining law 
and order after the formation of a new Government in the State. 


The Centre is determined to deal firmly with the trouble-makers and provide 
the maximum possible protection to the threatened communities in the out- 


lying districts. 


There are enough troops in the northeast region, in addition to those 
already stationed in Assam, which could be brought in at short notice to 

put down any large-scale renewal of violence. The very appearance of the 
Army units in the trouble-stricken areas of Assam, especially in Nowgong and 
Darrang districts is reported to have had a salutary effect. 


But meanwhile there are reports of a large influx of refugees into north 
Bengal from the Darrang, Kamrup, Goalpara and Lakhimpur districts. The 
local authorities who have been making arrangements to shelter them are 
worried that the terrible tales o! their suffering might step up tensions 

in the border areas adjoining Assam, 

Centre satisfied: The Centre is satisfied with the helpful attitude of 

the West Bengal Government which is doing whatever is possible to relieve 
the plight of these refugees, while taking precautionary measures to 

prevent any extension of the trouble to the State. The Chief Minister, 

Mr Jyoti Basu, has been in touch with the Central Government and his sugges~ 


~~ 
¢ 


tion that a renewed attempt should be made soon to resolve the Assam tangle 
has been well taken in Delhi. 


The Centre has decided to include the representatives of other ethnic 

groups in Assam in future talks, instead of negotiating only with the 

leaders of the students and others engaged in the agitation. After the 

recent clashes between the Assamese, tribals and Bengalis in different 

places, it would be unwise to.seck a limited settlement only with the local 

people without the consent of others domiciled in the State. 

The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, will be referring to the Assam 

situation again in her reply on Tuesday, March l, to the debate on the 

President's address to Parliament. After the passions have subsided a 

bit. she proposes to take the country into confidence on how the Government 

intends to deal further with this problem. 

Indication about tribunals: There was a hint in her intervention in the 
Sabha on Tuesday during the Assam debate, that the tribunals that are 


LOK ( 
sought to be set up CO determine the names to be deleted from the voters 
list could proceed with their work while negotiations continue with the 


‘ 
representatives of all communities for a political settlement of the foreign 
i 


nationals issue, bearing in mind the human aspects of it. 











The main worry at the moment is not of fresh violence on any large-scale 
but of isolated acts of terrorism, especially against the newly elected 
Congress (1) MLAs and their supporters in a bid to render the functioning 
of the Government almost impossible. It will be difficult for the Centre 
to sack the Government and put the State under President's rule in such 

a situation. 


Plans being drawn up: The necessary contingency plans are being drawn 

up to meet different types of challenges, while making efforts to resume 
the negotiations. It is not likely that the Centre will come forward with 
any new political initiatives until the end of the non-aligned summit 
conference. 


The focus now is not on finding a patch-work solution to the foreign 
nationals problem in Assam, but to evolve a wider basis for the various 
ethnic, religious and linguistic communities in the entire north-east 
region to live together in peace. 


Ministry-making in Meghalaya: The Opposition parties are waiting to see 
whether the Congress (1) is going to handle the Ministry-making task in 
Meghalaya, a State that has happily been free from the kind of tensions 
gripping Assam, without repeating the mistake of encouraging defections to 
be able to form a government. 


CSO: 4600/1826 
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OPPOSITION PARTIES DIFFER ON PARLIAMENT SESSION STRATEGY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 18 Feb 83 pl 


[Text] New Delhi, February 17--Opposition parties could not decide on a 
common strategy to be adopted during the budget session of Parliament which 
begins here tomorrow. 


On the Assam issue, there was clear disagreement between left parties on the 
one side and the Janata party, the BJP and the Lok Dal on the other. 


The three opposition parties, the Janata, the BJP and the Lok Dal, have 
decided to boycott the President's address to the joint session of 
Parliament tomorrow. 


Leaders of various parties today met at the residence of Mr Madhu Dandavate, 
leader of the Janata party in Parliament. They agreed, however, to evolve 
4 common strategy on what was described as "floor consideration" on various 


issues. 


The leaders of the Janata party, the BJP and the Lok Dal later called on the 
President. They gave him a memorandum protesting against the holding of 
elections in Assam. They made it clear to the President that they did not 
mean any disrespect to the President when they boycott his address. 


The left parties, including the CPI and the CPM maintained they would not be 
able to join in the boycott of the President's address. 


But leaders of all opposition parties other than the DMK, the AIA-DMK, the 
Muslim League and the Akali Dal agreed to pull their weight together to 
table an adjournment motion in the Lok Sabha on the Assam situation. 


The left parties expressed their inability to fall in line with the approach 
to the Assam problem adopted by the Janata party, the BJP and the Lok Dal 
which boycotted the current assembly poll in the state provoking a violent 
reaction. 


The left parties which are in the thick of the election only disagreed with 
the Centre on its inept handling of the law and order problem. They would 
like a discussion in the house with a view to improving the situation in the 


state. 


1L9 














According to the party sources, Mr H.N. Bahuguna's Democratic Socialist Party 
would also stay away from the joint session. The party leadership made it 
clear that reasons for their decision were different from those of the other 
three opposition parties. 


The Akali Dal members also conveyed their decision through a letter to the 
President to boycott the joint session. They maintained that they supported 
Giani Zail Singh in the presidential election in the home that he would lend 
his helping hand to solve problems of Punjab. 


The Akali Dal listed five points which prompted them to boycott the presiden- 
tial address. They included discrimination against Punjab in the economic 
field, failure to accept Punjab's demand for a judicial review of the agree- 
ment on the sharing of Ravi-Beas river waters and "humiliation" suffered by 
Sikhs in Harvana during the Asiad. 


Most opposition parties agreed to raise certain issues jointly in Parliament. 
These include the situation in Assam and Punjab, corruption in high places, 
rising prices, including eye-the-budget hike in petroleum prices, prolonged 
textile strike, communal disturbances, deteriorating industrial relations, 
atrocities on Harijans, Adivasis and women, electoral reforms, including 
anti-defection bill, and the non-implementation of the Mandai commission 


report. 


CSO: 4600/1814 
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G.K. REDDY REPORTS ON GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Feb 83 p 1 
{Article by G.K. Reddy ] 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 15--The Governor of Himachal Pradesh, Mr A.N. 
Banerji, has been transferred to Karnataka in place of Mr Govind Narain, 
wno completed his five-year tenure on August l, 1982 but was asked to 
stay on pending the appointment of his successor in due course. 


The former Chief Minister of Nagaland, Mr Hokishe Sema has been chosen for 
the Governorship of Himachal Pradesh in Mr Banerji's place. 


Mr K.T. Satarawala, a retired IAS officer who had served with distinction 
in several capacities both at the Centre and in his home State of Gujarat, 
has been appointed Lt Governor of Goa, a post that has been vacant for 
several months following the transfer back of Mr Jag Mohan to Delhi. 

The Lt Governorship has been offered in appreciation of the good work done 
by him as Vice-Chairman of the Asian Games Special Organising Committee. 


There are five other States--Gujarat, Haryana, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and 
Andhra Pradesh--where the present Governors have already completed their 
tenures or due to complete in the course of the next few months. The 
Prime Minister has been looking around for suitable persons to fill these 


posts. 


The present Governor of Gujarat, Mrs Sharada Mukherjee, who was appointed 
as Governor of Andhra Pradesh on May 5, 1977 and transferred to Sujarat on 
August 14, 19738, has been continuing in office for the last six months 
pending the appointment of her successor. 


Similarly, the present Governor of Haryana, Mr G.D. Tapase, first 
appointed as Governor of Uttar Pradesh on October 2, 1977 and later shifted 
to Haryana on February 28, 1980, has completed his tenure four months back 


and is due to be replaced soon. 


The Governor ot Madya Pradesh, Mr Bhagwat Dayal Sharma, who was initially 


appointed as Governor of Orissa on September 23, 1977 changed places with 
Mr C.M. Poonacha on April 30, 1980. He has also completed his full tenure 
more than six months back, two weeks earlier than Mr Tapase. 














The Governor of Andhra Pradesh, Mr K.C. Abraham, assumed charge on 

August 14, 1978, Mr Poonacha on August 17, 1978, initially as Governor 

of Madhya Pradesh and Mr A.R. Kidwai, a former Chairman of UPSC, as 

Governor of Bihar on September 20, 1979, during the Charan Singh interregnum. 


After Mrs Gandhi's return to power two of the Janata appointed Governors-~— 

Prabhudas Patwari in Tamil Nadu and Mr Raghukul Tilak--were removed from 
office before the completion of their full tenures by withdrawing the 
President's pleasure, but all others were allowed to stay after being 
shifted to different States in some cases. She appointed as many as seven 
retired officials, including two former Air Chiefs, and only five public 
men to fill the 12 Governorships that had fallen vacant since 1980. 


Priority to public men 


Now an effort is being made to redress this imbalance by giving priority 
to public men as far as possibie for filling these posts in future. It 
is in this context that Mr Hokishe Sema has been chosen for Governorship. 


‘nister would also like to offer Governorship to a few more 


The Prime “Mi 
Chief Ministers and Central Ministers as and when she decides to displace 
them. The appointment of Mr A.P. Sharma as Governor of Punjab following 


his exit from the Central Cabinet is indicative of this intention. 


Another problem facing the Prime Minister is that as a result of the 
recent Cabinet reshufiles, some avoidable imbalances have developed at 


the Centre in regard to the representation of States. As it so happened, 
Bihar has lost all its Cabinet rank Ministers and one Minister of State 


and is now left with only four Ministers of State. 


and big States that are not represented at alli at the Cabinet 


level now include Assan, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, Manipur, Sikkim 
ind Jam} ind Kashmir, as well as Bihra, Orissa, Gujarat, Kerala, Himachal 
Pradesh an 
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UN ENVOY ASKS COUNCIL TO RESTRAIN ISRAEL 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Feb 83 p 3 


fText] United Nations, Feb 12 (UNI)--India has stressed that Israel must 
be restrained and an atmosphere created to settle the Palestinian issue along 
proposals made particularly at Fez. 


Speaking in the United Nations Security Council last night Indian Ambassador 
Natrajan Krishnan attacked the Israeli policy of annexing Arab and Pales- 
tinian lands it has occupied since 1967. 


The Council was meeting at Jordan's request for a debate on "Israel's 
persistence in its policies of establishing settlements in occupied Arab and 


Palestinian territories." 


The request came in the wake of fresh incidents in Lebanon in the last fort- 
night which included an explosion at a Palestinian cultural centre in 
Beirut. 


Mr Krishnan said it had not been too long ago that the world witnessed 
Israel's "brazen aggression" against Lebanon and the Palestinian people 
and the massacres of Sabra and Shatila. 


He said one would have hoped that with a precarious truce in effect and 
efforts afoot in several quarters for a just and lasting solution to the 
Palestine problem, all concerned would display a greater sense of sobriety. 


"Bur obviously the Government of Israel is too habituated to indulge in acts 
of aggression, subversion and every conceivable kind of provocation to remain 
inactive for long," Mr Krishnan said. 


"Clearly, Israel's recent actions are part of its grand design to radically 
alter the demographic structure of the occupied territories in violation 
of the Geneva Convention," he said. 


He estimated that the number of Israel settlers on the West Bank had grown 
more than seven fold over the last five years and that Israel planned to 
settle another 400,000 there over the next five years, and 1.4 million over 
the next three decades. 


~~ 
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At the same time, the indigenous po ulation of the occupied lands was bein 
5 r 


an 
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» “brutal repression inciuding "coercive politicisation 0% 


subjected tc 


academics," Mr Krishnan added. 


we noted that “recently, certain proposals have been made particularly at 
Fez, which could constitute a significant step forward in the quest for a 


settlement Ry 


cso: 4600/1800 
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FOREIGNERS SUSPECTED 3EHIND DELHI BOMB EXPLOSIONS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 14 Feb 83 p 


(Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text 


“ . 
so - 


NEW DELHI. Feb. 13. 

The Government s taking a very senous 
new of the recent pomp explosions m Deih on 
he eve of the non-aligned conference. giving 
he mopression that some foreign terrorist 
zroups TgMt be invoived in these acts of 
viorence for porticai reasons. 

There are no reliabie details yet of the ex- 
piosive dewce fired on Friday night imo the 
comoound of the Amencan 's re 
gence and the Dein police Ss Not Saying 
wnetner it was. ndeed an anti-tank missile 2s 


certs. the device would have caused conside- 
rapie damage even # the rocket had fallen into 


the water pond in front of the house. The fact 
that fortunatety no senous explosion had Oc- 


whatever TS Ongn. 
But the two DOMD explosions that npped 
the offices of An France and lraqi =a 


sases. The Deim CiD ave Deen in touch with 
Brussets poiuce ocecause 2 sumilar explosion 
nad occurred the Aur France office there. 

A few months pack a crude device was 
‘opoed mto tne Soviet Embassy s resdential 
somoound snattenng some glass Danes. t was 
hrst reported tO De an army type nand grenece 


} 


-~ 


further intensification of the already tigit 
here. Apart from having 
to track down the suspected terrorists. the 


The 
reguiations to ail the visti 
while a limited number 


The commando units of the Army and 
Border Security Forces will pe available for 
uty to assist the securty personnel of the De 
im Police dunng the conterence. These nen 
who nave oeen speciaity twained were de- 


dant orecaution. and they gainec 
field expenence in crowd contro’ and securty 


management 
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PTave) 
'Text | 


BANGALORE, Feb. 13. 

The national executive of the Janta Party. 
which conciuded its two-day deliberations here 
today has stressed the need for a national 
atternative to the Congress (D. Its political 
resolution has called on iike-minded parties to 
outkd up Such an alternative. 

The resoluton sad the Janata Party had 
to be the rallying pont in such a task for the 
alternative to be effect:ve 

Political consolidation could emerge only 
through people's invoivement in peaceful strug- 
gies of krsans. industrial and Rural 
workers. weaker sections. backward classes. 
women and other sections of the working peo- 
pk ond through mass constructive activities, 
the 1 esotution sard 


With the “dismal failure” of the 
(D) Government at the Centre and in the 
on the political and economic fronts and the 
erosion of civil liberties and dwindling electoral 
support for the Congress @ in “State after 
State the Janata spwit of 1977 should be re 
xindiec as a precursor to determined action, 
the resolution sard 

The executive gave a pledge that the 
Janata Party would strive to become the rally 
Ag pont for such a “purposeful effort for a 
radical poutical transformation and s0cio- 
economic change 

The executive took “serious note of the 
unprecedented drought. especiaily in Tamil 
Nadu. Andhra Pradesh Karnataka, Kerala. 
Maharashtra and Gujarat and demanded im 
mediate action by the Central Government to 
give adequate relief and alleviate the sufferings 
of the people in these States 





‘Assam week’ plan: in a resolution on 
Assam. the executive reviewed the grave 
situation” there following the breakdown of the 
tripartite talks on the issue of foreign nationals 
and the Government's decision to hold elec- 
tions. It appealed to the workers and units of 
the Janata Party to observe “Assam week” 
from F 18 to 25 and hold demonstra 
tions and ic meetings during the week. 

It decided to the support of other 
political parties which had boycotted the poll in 
Assam for joint action in Parliament and out 
side and ‘combat the dangerous conse 

of the Government's action”. 

Mr. Madhu Dandavate said the party had 
decided to send a team of six or seven MPs 
and leaders to Assam from February 14 to 

the situation there. Mr. Karpoon Thakur 
and Mr. Surendra Mohan would lead the team 


Mr. Dandavate told pressmen the ex: 
ecutive welcomed the partys success in 
Karnataka and noted that there were difficultres 
in Delhi and Andhra Pradesh. It authorised the 
party president to set up a team to probe the 
results of elections in Andhra Pradesh and De- 
iki and to make recommendations to the na 
tional executive on how to strengthen the party 
and its machinery in these States. 

irrevocable: Asked about the 
statement of the Karnataka Chief Minister, Mr. 
Ramakrishna Hegde about attempts to de- 
stabilise hrs Government Mr. Dandavate said 
the Janata Party had been tox officially the 
office-bearers and spokesmen of the Kranti 
Ranga that the merger of Krant: Ranga with the 
Janata was final and irrevocable. _ 











CSO: 


On the continuance of Mr. S. R. Bommai. 
Karnataka industries Minister, as president of 
the Karnataka unit of the party. Mr. Dendavate 
said it was an ad hoc arrangement till June 15. _ 


would be heid sometime in October-November. 
" issue: The propriety of the 

chore of Mr. rishna Hegde, who is not 
member of the State legislature. as leader 
the ruling Janata Legisiature Party figured in 
the executive meeting 
_ According to party sources, Mr. Sub- 
ramaniam Swamy. member of the national ex- 
ecutrve counci| who had issued @ press state 
ment criticising Mr Hegde's choice today left 
the executive meeting in a hil when &@ was 
Oriscussing this issue 

The party president. Mr. Chandra Shekhar 
took exception to the press statement by Mr. 
Subramaniam Swamy on the ground that such 
issues Should be discussed in party forums and 
not mn public The whole thing “blew 
over’ after Mr. Swamy explained his stand. He 
said he gave frank expression to his feelings 
but he fully backed the Karnetaka Government. 

Mr Dandavate said Mr. Subramaniam 
Swamy did leave the meeting for some time 
but came back 

Mr. Hegde was Chosen as Consensus Carr 
didate for the leadership. 


4600/1804 
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INDIA OFFERS TO HELP ALCERIAN INDUSTRIES 


Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Feb 63 p 
we Now Delh -W 1 5eeTndi ‘4 Aloeria today decided ~ 
| iexct NeW Velhi, fs 1) India and Algeria today decide to set up a 
+ “A + _ + _ —_ 1 y a "Ko -i1 + M4 - . 1 - 
rut Lonal working SrOup and sub-groups within the framework ot the 
Indo-Alzgerian joint commission to monitor every half-year the progress in 


Seem lamanting var] ~i7 al nerniec 
implementing Various pilateral projects. 


‘he Union Industry Minister, Mr N.D. liwat i, and the visiting Algerian 
“Minister of Heavy Industry, Mr Kasdi Merbah, signed a protocol which 


identified several specitic areas oO! mutual cooperation. 


The Algerian Minister spoke appreciatively of the various projects now 
wader implementation in his country with the help o: Indian companies in 5 
both the public and the private sectors. 


Th biect of his visit, Mr Merbah gaid, was to reinforce the bilateral 
relations between India and Algeria ‘n the context of the deep commitments 
f south-south cooperation. 


( , 


‘ t a . or ¢ : ; . } LAnNnrc 
A ctnes ws yuNnctr1Lles LU Fhe con ep 





l a A) 1 ro 3s, anda Alvgaria ~ . 1 AA: Ata 4 
H , LS Vili 1 inadla ana Algeria WOU Ld mutual LY cooperate are 
manufacture O machine toois, new egGulpmene inciuding cranes, material 
iIndiiln: slants, structurdaiS, wnaustria piping and pressure vessels, 
rAr oe 1 eet 1 } 7 reranirang at ~ammercial ehicl . 
rs ani pumps, eiecttitad anc lectronics anda commer lal veniciles, 
. p = ’ Ar Issam eral sade sac 
tne piica meineerin sector sma ind medium SCdie industries and 
> , 
e . } 1 _ + - 
>A Tr) i t A n I 3te a -? 4 inicSe 
oth sides placed emphasis on intensliying COO} i in the field of 
maintenance sist with the concept self-reliance among the 
ieVedi ing nati ° inadla onsented to depute experts ror tne purpose as 
’ : 4 } | ; . a | ¥ 
we i iS rain Aiverlianls it Chis ount! 
ul + 7 Sanat ian ly : . nrornri .c (64 Al . 1 qn 
L,iwa vm UF ircil PJaLAVE Rbiliuieail LACS rises 1n 2¢ igerla S 
in the fields ot petro-chemicais, textiles, 
mme 1 vehi ichine ols, railw , etc. 
- a “~ . 7s, > Ai ses id a 4 iil rt C io , La istr l al x rowtn 
{ r it t t nT ) Og" . 
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PUBLIC ENTERPRISES BUREAU SUBMITS ANNUAL REPORT 
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[Text] New Delhi, February 25--The public sector, which had suffered losses 
year after year, has taken a turn for the better and made a net profit of 


Rs 483 crores in 1981-82. 


The annual report of the Bureau of Public Enterprises, laid on the table 
of the Lok Sabha today, says that the public sector "is no longer a drag 


on the economy." 


The report highlights the "remarkable recovery” in the overall position of 
the Central public enterprises. It contrasts the profit made in 1981-82 
with the losses of Rs 202.97 crores in 1980-81, Rs 74 crores in 1979-80 


and Rs 40 crores in 1978-79. 
Impressive Expansion 


In the first six months of 1982-83, the provisional position was better 
than that in the corresponding period of 1981-82. The overall net profit 
of Rs 72.68 crores made by 169 enterprises during this period was higher 
than the Rs 48.47 crores in the first half of 1981-82. 


A comparative analysis of the data available with the bureau for the first 
half of 1982-83 and 1981-82 indicates an appreciable growth in physical 
performance in key public-sector industries such as petroleum, cement, coal 
and lignite, aluminium and heavy engineering. 


Quring 1981-82, 107 enterprises made a pre-tax profit of Rs 1,886 crores, 
while 78 others incurred losses of Rs 812 crores, thus showing a pre-tax 


profit of Rs 1,074 crores. 


The year witnessed an impressive expansion in public-sector investments, 
a significant surge in profits and turnover, generation of substantial 
internal resources, and increased export earnings. 


The value of goods and services produced by the enterprises showed an 

"impressive increase" of more than 32 percent. The value-added content 
increased from Rs 4,408 crores in 1980-81 to Rs 6,480 crores in 1981-82. 
rt earnings increased from Ks 2,216.75 crores to Rs 2,746.32 crores. 


Expo 














The number of units with capacity utilisation of more than 75 percent 
from 62 in 1979-80 to 80 in 1981-82 and units with less than 50 
percent capacity utilisation came down from 28 to 25. 


In 1981-82, the contribution to the Central exchequer by public-sector 


ounted to Rs 4,565 crores against Rs 3,302 crores in 1980-81. 
million in 1980-81 to 1,902 


enterprises am 


The number of employees increased from 1,839 


a4 8 
m. 77 
miusilon. 











AGREEMENT SIGNED FOR FIRST EUROCURRENCY LOAN 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA i 


[Article by K.N. Mzlik] 


[Text ] 


LONDON, February 19. 

NDIA yesterday signed an Agree: 

ment for a § 2S muision syfe 
dicated ican here This is the Ev 
port-Import (Exim) Bana of Indias 
nest porrow.ng in the Eurocult- 
ency Maract. 

The ‘oan  marazed by Midiand 
Bana intgrnatona. Samue. Montasu 
and Bana of Burodd. Toe Hong Kong 
acd Sosaaha, Bana.ng Corporauoa 3s 
the manages. Tre Bana Of Credit and 
Commerce Iniernauonal and United: 
Commercial Bank are aiso participal- 
ing ‘ 

The oan, nerians the ‘ast to be se- 
curej-at inis iow fate, as the banks: 
are now wanung better margins, hae 
been made avaible at @ margin of 
> 3 9er cent over the London ioter- 
honky offered race, with full repay- 
ment afier seven years. 

The ferms clearly indicate India’s 
hoch standing =f the world credt 
myircet, Ata ume when @ ‘are pum- 


her of deve op.na countries are fac- 
iy rema meat pr hliems, posing pro 
a.cm< for miemnatona bananas and 
word emery ° Juona, Indw6 2 
eneg on ime tema ment of (oans as 


secd. 

‘sat tbe avauaonity 
advantazeous 
Ind.af 


ocen patina ie fs 
\{r joad SAG 
of ‘ne van at high, 


terms showed the o¢a tA ot the ! 
ecoromy The econcmy. he said. #35 
chira.tensed 9) au ersified imaustr'3 
ecuciule and a ers sed exporis. doin 
raiucts ang Mmarac's In 


the seventies, Indian exports diversi- 
fied into Manutactured goods, espe 
cially engineering goods. in the late 
se.cnates and in the iast tew years 
India had made a mara in the snhere 
of capital goods and project exports. 
India had* dose particulariy well in 
the field of import substi:uuon and 
exnort of capital and projecis. 

He, w2$ pariuculariy happy that imy 
the short span of less than a vear, 


the Exim Bank, & govegpenent- 
India corporation with a pak: ~ugi car’ 
pital of $70 million, had been adie 
to establish co-operation with mulu- 
national and interna onal lending um 
stitutions. The pank’s paki-up capi 
tal would increase to $100 million by 
the end of the year and to $200 mur 
lion by: the end of the decade. 


The bank lent money directly © 
Indian exporters through supper cre 
dits and to overseas buvers and im- 
ugh buyer cred. & pae 


porters thro ¢ 
behail 


bauk also issued quarantecs on 
of Indian capuiters. 

Mr. Shah said that as the bank 
moved towards accent.ng rece ables 
in foreign currency. here woud be & 
greater scope for the bank :f the me- 
dium and jong-term foreign exchange 
marae! 

india had 
trade contros and aon 
word's economy. 


beraisead Several moor 
a more 


open stance oo the 


t 4 
O 
r-' 
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He said that in such a co-operative 
climate, India looked forward to ao 
active relationship with the interna- 
tona! financial community. 


Mr. Taylor saki that the establisb- 
ment of the Exim Bank as the coun 
ury’s main insutuuon for promotog 
exports evidenced the positive reac 
tion of the Indian government to the 
need to reduce the large trade defic:t 
ba'ances of the previous ears. e 
ioan demonstrated the wish of the 
svrdizate to assist in the prociaimed 
task of the bank to continue and 
accelerate India’s progress in the fields 
of industrial and commercial deve- 
lopment. 


Mr. Taylor, who spent ten dave 
in [India eariy this month in connec- 
tion with the opening of the first 
British c.earing Office, said he a9 
particularly impressed dv the Indian 
economy and the authoriues’ eaget- 
ness to promote expor's. 


New Dehi (UNI): Britain will give 
grants worth about Rs. 92 crores to 
India under two agreements si: zned 
here on Srturday. 


The first arant for 31 mullion 
pounds :2b0ut Rs. 47 crores) ws for 
the Ind.an coal sector and will mo 
vide funds to finance the develooment 


3f India’s undersround ard opencast 
coal mines 
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[Text] New Delhi, February 22--Both the finance minister, Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee, and the energy minister, Mr P. Shiv Shankar, vehemently denied 
in the Rajya Sabha today that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was 
intluencing in any way the decisions of the government. 


Mr Inderdeep Sinha (J) said that the IMF inspectors were examining our 
records and dictating conditions and the government was "beautifully" 
carrying them on. The recent price hike of oil products was done at the 
dictate of the IMF inspectors. This had made the country an object of 
ridicule on the international community. Mr Shiv Shankar said that there 


no basis for saying that the IMF inspectors were dictating. 


wv 


fhe finance minister told Dr Malcolm Adiseshiah (Nom), Mr Biswa Goswami (J) 


and other members that the government nad not accepted anything "which 
will attect our national interests." 


Mr Goswami and Dr Adiseshiah said that foreign exchange position was 
deplorable because the country had gone on a spending spree following the 
IMF loan and was importing items that were not needed, including wheat, 


aia “ Aiki 


} 
steei and ‘ement. 


Mr Mukherjee said that foreign exchange situation continued to cause concern 


but denied that the country had gone on a spending spree. 


aca 


‘ration in foreign exchange reserves was caused principally by 


- < - a ‘ A Aa 4 

the massive increase in oil--bill--Rs 1,687 crores in 1976-79 to Rs 5,587 
crores in 1980-81. During the same period, the bill of other imports had 
lis< riser! 


This had happened at a time when there were export constraints arising from 
the sluggish demand in world markets and increasing protectionism in 


+ + + 


fg] — manehea ar 1089.81 ee ae ee an a a 
iowever, during the first ten months of 1982-55, [orelg reserves recorded 


n 
a rise of Rs 328 crores, including the drawals of Rs 1,242 crores from the 


run , etandad | | fant lteioe wanaweeAl with os rece 7 :) 

LM} pete Li extended iund tac liities, conpared with 4 decline of Rs 1,2 2 
ye ~In eh — _ } . et{nAn nf Q7 29 a | * . }- a 
‘rores tring the corresponding period of 1981-82, which included the with 

















Excluding the impact of withdrawals from the IMF, the foreign exchange 
resources would show an erosion of Rs 91.4 crores per month this year 
against Rs 192.9 crores last year. 

The minister told Dr M.M.S. Siddhu (J) that the country had to make huge 
initial investments for oil exploration. Once the investment was stabilised 


the profits would show up. 


Mr Mukherjee told Mr Shiva Chandra Jha (J) that steps were being taken to 
improve the baiance of payment situation. While the impact of some of these 
measures was already visible in slowing down the trade deficit, the effect 
of the structural adjustments being made as a part of the sixth plan would 


be felt in the coming years. 


.S. Bank Interested: Mr Mukherjee told Mrs Monika Das that no specific 
loan had recently been offered to India by the United States Export-Import 
Bank. However, the bank had expressed its interest in substantially 
‘ncereasing its exposure in India, particularly in the fields of power, oil 
exploration and the aviation industry, he added. 


Bonus Share The government does not find objection to any proposal for 
capitalisation of company reserves and surplus if the proposal satisfies the 
prescribed guidelines, Mr Pranab Mukherjee said. 


ws 


» 


He was giving the government's reaction in a written reply to Mr Kalyan 

Roy and Mr M. Kalyanasundaram who had asked whether it was a fact that 
-analisation of reserves and surplus in the form of bonus shares formed 
49.3 percent of the equity capital of 350 companies in the corporate sector 
and FERA companies recorded 57 percent of capitalisation of equity against 
47.2 percent by foreign business registered by other companies. 


Value of the Rupee: The value of the rupee in terms of its purchasing 
power in December last year was 20.12 paise. 


Mr Pranab Mukherjee told the house that the report of the committee on 
mer price index was now being processed by the government. It was 


submitted in August 1981. 


LIC Foreign Business: New foreign business registered by the LIC in the 
Fiji, Mauritius and in Kenya rose from Rs 11.23 crores in 1979-80 to 
74 crores in 1981-82, Mr Janardhana Poojary, deputy minister of 


finance informed the house. 


Pxport Target: The export target of Rs 8,650 crores for 1982-83 is expected 
to be exceeded, the minister of state for commerce, Mrs Ram Dulari Sinha 
i Mr K.L.N. Prasad, in a written reply. 


| 
CoOiG ae § ehsoite 


fe overall exports during April-October 1982 amounted to Rs 4,664.55 
rores compared to Rs 3,959.89 crores dur iggetye- corresponding period 
r 


, ~ - | a a ary 1. ca trom 
Lt Lilie pitvsVro yt ile 











. ing to another question of Mr S.W. Dhabe, she said cotton textile 
exports to the USSR during 1982 was worth Rs 1,556.86 millions, to other 
east Europea ountries Rs 141.06 millions and to other countries Rs 1,285.85 
millions. 

4 r ’ ; 7 . ha Aq : c vol As l « “+ -4 > na : ¢ 
Exports ot agricultu commodities, excluding plantation crops like tea 
and coffee during April-September 1982 was provisionally calculated at Rs 
132.18 Crores 
Army Help: Civil authorities in Assam had requisitioned the army to maintain 
law and order in eight places in the state last month, the minister of 
state tor defence, Mr K.P. Singh Deo, told the house. 

eos t army conducted flag marches at Mangaldoi and Tezpur on January 18. 
Pak he minister of state for defence, Mr K.P. Singh Deo, told the 
house ¢t the government was aware of reports quoting Pakistan President 
Zia-ul-Haq as having admitted that 80 percent of his country's armed forces 
were placed near the Indian borders. 
oe v Ni ama nr ro 4 Lt may - - ho Rio tle 74h " hi 
Rig } Dismiss The project manager of the Rig “Sagar Vikas’ which 
h hi it it bombay High in August last year has been dismissed, the 

ister state for petroleum, Mr G.S. Mishra, told Mr Suresh Kalmadi in 

a WIr1tte 
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OVERHAUL OF BANK LAWS REPORTEDLY PLANNED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Feb 83 pl 
[Article by G.K. Reddy ] 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 26--The Union Government proposes to introduce during 
the current session of Parliament a Banking Laws (Amendment) Bill for 
comprehensive legislation covering all aspects of banking in pursuance of 
the recommendations made by the Banking Commission. 


The Bill seeks to amend a number of existing Acts--the Reserve Bank of 

India Act 1934, the Banking Regulations Act 1949, the State Bank of India 
Act 1955, the State Bank of India (Subsidiary Banking) Act 1950, the Deposit 
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation Act 1961, the Regional Rural 
Banks Act 1976 and the two bank nationalisation Acts of 1970 and 1980--in 
the light of the experience gained in the working of these Acts. 


Apart from plugging the loopholes and removing the lacunae in these Acts, 
the Bill seeks to bring about organisational and functional efficiency in 
the banking industry. It involves comprehensive legislation, covering 
almost every aspect of banking to prevent malpractices and streamline 
procedures, besides enhancing the Reserve Bank's powers of control and 


supervision. 


Director's term: Among other things, the Bill limits the term of a director 
of a private sector bank to eight years, besides disqualifying a chairman 
removed from office by the Reserve Bank for whatever reason from continuing 
even as an ordinary director on the board of the bank concerned. The 
Reserve Bank will be authorised to appoint a chairman if it feels that the 
ncy will suffer by allowing the post to remain vacant for 
time. : 


a 


The banks will be allowed to set up subsidiary companies for promoting 
hire-purchase business equipment leasing, merchant banking and so on. 
The Reserve Bank will frame the rules for regulating the extension of 
banking activities to these spheres. 
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Text] New Delhi, Feb 25--Mrs Gandhi today ruled out imposition of emer- 
gency or proclamation of President's rule in Assam. She said an elected 
Covernment would be in a better position to handle the situation there. 

In her first Press conference with foreign correspondents since her return 
to power, Mrs Gandhi was questioned closely on the situation in Assam, 
particularly on whether she accepted responsibility fo -.e events there. 


Her answers suggested that she did not. The Prime Minister said at one 
stage that violence would have taken place in any case because of the 
agitators’ determination to force "foreigners" out. 


The Government has overall responsibility for maintaining order, but it 
was not "directly responsible" for the violence, although there could be 
some question about the manner in which security forces were deployed. 


The elections could not be avoided, she said, adding that not only because 
the Constitution required them and the Opposition had not given support 
amending it but a postponement would have created a precedent and other 


*- 


= | 
m 
pa | 


pressure groups in other parts of the country could have acted similarly. 


Tl and UNI add: Mrs Gandhi observed no matter how much police force was 
sent there to ensure fair conduct of the poll, a situation like the one in 
Assam could not be fully controlled. 


r 


The Prime Minister said the Government had to face another situation 


squarely in Assam. It was whether it could allow a group of people to hold 
up the democratic process simply because its demands had not been met 


fullv. 


Asked whv foreign correspondents were "banned" from visiting Assam, the 

Prime Minister said perhaps their visits might have aggravated the situation. 
To vet another question on whether she would even now permit them to go to 
Assam, Mrs Gandhi said it was left to the Home Ministry. 

Asked if U.S. agencies has had a hand in the agitation, Mrs Gandhi said: 

"’ cannot elaborate. But certain interests are interested in destabilizing 
especially a country like India which wants to become strong and independent." 
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Mrs Gandhi got the better of a Pakistani journalist who wondered whether 


>» i - tS - ~~ 
7 9 . ° e ° - ! * . ° e _ 3 > ~ +. : 
India's harping on acquisition ot "So-called" sophisticated F-16 tighter 
aircratt by his country would not mar the ties between the two countries. 
"Certainly not," Mrs Gandhi retorted. 


Speaking in a lighter vein, Mrs Gandhi asked if the F-16 was not a sophis- 
ticated weapon, "then what is a sophisticated weapon." 

Referring to the financial and monetary institutions born out of Bretton 
Woods conterence, she said those were advantageous to rich countries only. 


Sometimes, she said, the conditions that were put on countries like India 
re self-defeating They did not fit in with the circumstances in 


| eT 7 7m . . ;oac 
Gceve.opine countries. 


CSO: 4600/1833 
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INDIA 


COMMERCE MINISTER'S 16 FEB PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 17 Feb 83 p l 


Text] New Delhi, Feb 16--A warning that India would have to reconsider 
its liberal import policy if tariff and non-tariff barriers continued to be 
put in the way of its exports by the developed countries was given by Mr 
V.P. Singh, Minister for Commerce, today. 


Mr Singh told a Press conference that imports needed to increase production 
and make Indian goods competitive in world markets would continue, but 
the country had to take into account the realities of the situation today. 


He pointed out that the unit v’ _ue of India's exports and those of other 
developing countries had fallen sharply with the drop in world commodity 
prices while all kind of barriers were put in the way of increasing 


exports. 


While exports had increased in volume, there had not been a corresponding 

rise in toreign exchange earnings, said Mr Singh who had just returned 

from Baghdad, where Asian countries met preparatory to the UNCTAD conference 
held at Belgrade in June. 
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The 30 Asian countries that attended unanimously adopted a declaration 


expressing their political resolve to demand immediate action by the 
international community. 


ing that the world economic crisis was not cyclical but because of 


Claiming that ¢t 
fundamental structural disequilibrium the declaration says no solution 


‘an be tound by patch-work measures of a temporary nature. It was essential 
developing countries in the international economy should 


t 
~ 
we 
rr 
ry 
4 
fuse 
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tration focuses on immediate measures to be taken in the 


inh pba iad eC A 
ields of trade, commodities, money and finance which will also act as 
the first step for structural reforms in the international system. 
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TrinanCida measures 


proposed were a substantial increase 
developing countries; structural changes in IMF 


acreased lending by World Bank; and substantial 


at S 
. flows with the launching of a major debt restructur- 


recognizes that any further call for liberalization 


developing countries would be inappropriate and 
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ENERGY MINISTRY PROPOSES PLAN FOR 1983-84 


* 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Feb 83 p 3 


[Text] Power development, a vital input for economic growth, will receive 
4 serious setback in 1983-84 following drastic cut in the annual Plan, 
reports UNI. 


No new rower projects will be taken up for execution in the Central sector 
during the next tinancial year because of resources constraints. 


The Planning Commission has now approved an out lay of Rs 869.39 crores 
for power in the Central sector in the annual Plan for 1983-84. This is 
about Rs 307 crores less than the annual Plan outlay suggested by the 


Energy tfinistry. 


nistry had proposed a plan outlay of Rs 1.176 crores for the Central 
r power development programmes for 1983-84. Later this was reduced to 

2? crores by the working group of the commission. Now this has been 
further reduced to Rs 869.38 crores in the final Plan allocations. 


Minister of State for Energy Chandra Shekhar Singh told UNI that although 
no new power projects sould be taken up in 1983-84 because of shortage of 
funds forts would be made to create at least some infrastructure required 


aU 


for taking up new projects when funds were available. 


he annual an for 1983-84 for the department of power, provision of 
onliv Rs 708 crores is made for power generation projects. This includes 
Ro 636.54 crores for the National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) and 


National Hydroelectric Power Corporation Limited 


Pp} 
s a 


Rs 71.50 crores tor the 
(NHPC ) A major plan allocaticns is of Rs 133.20 crores for central 
transmission lines. 


.4 by the cut is likely to be the NHPC which may be 
+>) shelve five new hydel projects as no provision is made for 


compe it L 

them. These include the Chamera and Naphtha-Jakari in Himachal Pradesh, 
tangit in Sikkim ane Uri Hydroelectric project in Jammu and Kashmir and 
fanakour in Uttar Pradesh. 
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aission marks only an increase of Rs 82 crores over t 


-83. The revised estimates of the } 


‘ntral Electricity Authority and the 





an outlay for 
es The Plan outlay for 1983-84 now approved by the 
he revised 


or had a budgetary provision of Rs 642 crores in the 
7 


that resources available for power development had 


*41 . . ee a — ar 1 4 : } Pa re ~ f 
th increasing pressures on ilmited resources tor 


pment. 


Commission had indicated consideration of the Energy 
or a special provision ot Rs 100 crores fo 

oment of small hydro stations, no funds had been 

11 Plan tor this purpose. 


Centre was asking the states of accord top priority 
| hydro stations, utilising the canal falls and other 
in the existing irrigation systems. 


77 small hydro stations with a total capacity ol 


the country. In addition, small hydro projects with 
125 MW were under various stages of implementation. 


neS with an aggregate C ipac 1ty ot 155 Mi were under 
E 
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rave concern over the declining share of hydel power 
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power system of tne country. 


recent years there had been larger investment in 
country was using up the scarce and finite fossil 
t 


1ermal power generation while hydel resources got 
vithout the power potential in them being harnessed. 
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The current power snortage with its adverse effect on the economy may 
| me more serious in the seventh Plan according to present indications. 


At prese t 13 states have imposed notified power cuts varying from 30 to 90 
percent, atte ting particularly industrial production. 


Loss inuustrial production due to paucity of power in 1982 alone is 
‘Stimatec at Rs 5,000 crores, according to industry sources. 
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STATE-OWNED ELECTRONICS COMPANY TO ASSIST DPRK 
Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Feb 83 p 9 


xT | New Delhi, Feb 20--Exports of electronic items from India are 
targeted to rise from $53 millions (about Rs 50 crores) in 1980 to $280 
illions (about Rs 275 crores) in 1984. Out of this the targeted exports 
from the Santa Cruz Electronics Export Processing Zone (SEEPZ) is $50 
millions (Rs 49.5 crores) as against the exports of $21 millions (Rs 20.79 


-rores) in 1980. Exports of electronic items amounted only to $24 millions 
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rhe State-owned Electronic Trade and Technology Development Corporation 
FTTDC) which has beer assigned a major role in matters relating to 
er tor the production of electronic items in India has 


~ 


“AA Sour 6flrKTANct 
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designed a new approach for developing small-scale entrepreneurship 
from the ancillary approach, by the provision of a “unique 


4 


New methodology: Its methodology is to identify and develop simple 
cron cts which can be easily assembled even by untutored 
entrepreneurs. These products are easily saleable and entrepreneurs with 
tited commercial exposure can manufacture and market these products. 
tive is to provide a stepping stone for new entrepreneurs so that 
-Ataway start their units without the need to ditfuse their 





. 


‘fforts in product identification and product 


+ 


‘rectly start assembly of well-tested products from completely 
-j-knocked down (CKD and SKD) kits supplied by the ETTDC. The ETTDC 
is taken on tne ‘sponsibility ol! praviding guidance, training, help in 


sordination with local agencies such as District Industrial Centres for 


‘ t 
‘ , R Ine entroY 1} CTT } .  - on is 1 as . Cc _/ 1 
Magneti ipDes. However, tne £1 IDC does not see! CO nave perrorme 1 tne 
rei th ryt} } a . ,c ; rron! live Co Amo p the 
vivid is sdbat doa 2 U Coon as s C vv \ ALwu i iKret 4 . Paeeeras ng 1€é 
, t rrrans t r the ytmport 1t| materi 11s whi *h ire 
A ) il rallye i etait Lily 6 L Wi Lica t ,< i. Wil \ i ‘ t 
e1tne! roduced indigenously or in respect of which ineclgenous produc- 
he estimated Gemand ior a number! ot tnese items 1n 
1990 wil , ite large and among them is magnetic tapes, the demand for 
na ) . Qn 
if nd IOV i mn ers tf L99U. 














These tapes are now being imported by the ETTDC from the Control Data 


~ee 


Corporation (CDC) of the U.S. and these tapes are priced far higher than 


hat they would be if they are imported from elsewhere. 


cidentally, the CDC is among the 28 U.S. companies which will be repre- 


Tr 


c 
-nted in the U.S. Investment Mission to India deputed by the Overseas 


ivate Investment Corporation, a U.S. Government agency, to explore 

vestment vistas in India. The mission will visit India from February 24 

March 5. The CDC which will be represented by its Vice-Chairman, Mr 

jam R. Keye, intends to broaden its understanding of the fresh business 
| in India which may include joint ventures and licensing of the 


manufacture of its products in India. 


rth Korean tie-up: The ETTDC has also been trying to assist the 


veloping countries in creating facilities for manufacture of electronic 


ms. One such effort is for setting up a project in Pyongyang, North 


srea, for making semi-conductor facilities. The project report for this 


was peeperes by the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research. The progress 


is said to be very slow since the ETTDC is still working on 


tn1ls yroje 


2c 
e updated | PERT (Performance Evaluation and Review Techniques) chart. 


sumber of units based on foreign knowhow have been set up in the SEEPZ 


- nmaber of electronic items including computer components and sub- 


ssemblies, pre-recorded video cassettes, integrated circuitry packaging, 


‘-conductor devices, computer peripherals and software. 


re are 15 foreign companies collaborating with Indian units and they 


.clude Computer Automation, Clarostat Manufacturing Inc., Interra Explora- 


v1 Co., Intersil Inc., Nytronics Company Group Inc., International 


ta 


-ifiers Corporation, Tandon Magnetics and Burroughs Corporation of 


-S.,. Sony Corporation and Soshi Electric Co. Ltd of Japan, Systime LTD. 
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BRIEFS 


[MF ENT--New Delhi, Feb 21--The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 


T\VYOTATT 
pe ot Live Ld LLME 


:pproved another instalment of SDR 600 million to India (over Rs 640 


NaS al 


crores) which can be drawn before the end of this month. The Board's 
approval was given last week after a review of the performance criteria 
Indian economy stipulated in the IMF's extended loan arrangement 


aan 


or tne 
for a total of SDR five billion. An IMF team is expected to visit India 
or May for discussions on the 1983/84 policies and programmes 
becomes eligible to draw from the third and final year's 
totalling SDR 2.3 billion.--PTI [Text] {Madras THE HINDU 


in English 22 Feb 8 3 Pp 9 | 


[INDO-ALGERLAN PROTOCOL--New Delhi, February 16--A protocol on Indo-Algerian 
conomic and industrial co-operation was concluded here yesterday between 

Cue industry ministers of the two countries. Both ministers--Mr N.D. Tiwari 
and Mr Kasdi Morbah--expressed their satisfaction at the concretisation of 
some important projects of bilateral co-operation. These projects cover the 
tields of machine tools, material handling equipment, structurals, industrial 
piping and pressure vessels, steel plants, meters and pumps, electrical and 
electroni appilances and commercial vehicles. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 


‘ 


OF INDIA in English 18 Feb 83 p 19] 











TRAN 


MEN AMONG ARRESTED TUDEH "SPIES 


ndon IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 109, 17 Feb 83 p 2 
‘ Tehran sources say a good number of the 70 Tudeh activists arrested 
in a round up of the party leadership are from the armed forces. The 
rackdown has inevitably recalled events after the overthrow of Mohammad 
Mosadeq in 1953, when a large number of Tudeh members in the armed forces 
were arrested and executed. 
©Ficials have claimed that the party leader "Ayatollah" Kianouri as he is 
fte ubbed because of his strong support for the mullahs in the past, and 
thers held have confessed to spying for the KGB. This can hardly please 
Moscow Should the Tudeh leaders be executed, however, the Soviets reaction 
W be interestine to see, observers in Tehran said. [as published] As 
reported in last week's issue of IPS there is still no word of the fate of 
i se friend of the Soviets among the party leadership in Azarbaijan, 
awvanshir. 
Voanwhile, further liberalisation measures such as the reopening of long- 
St ‘reign exchange shops in Tehran have continued to boost the mood of 
timism among some sections of the public in Iran. The huge crowds who 
shed the passport office after rhe announcement of the restoration of 
re - to travel for all people with nothing against their names caused it 
i closed. €icials announced they would publish application 
rms int yress which people could fill in and send to the office. 
iditions r travel include the provision of a 50,000 tomans deposit and 
The deposit 1s returned when the traveller comes home again. 
ed relatively little animosity in their dealings with 
i >» the liberalisation points were announced, in spite of some 
tr eSSe sition from some revolutionary bodies. Some sections 
the ler lso failed to hide their objection to the tone of 
t ‘ets and their implications for the revolution. 











IRAN 


> 


OPPOSITION DEFY LOGIC SAY DISSIDENTS 


avd 


(Text ter four vears in power Khomeini and his mullahs are still 
resorting to the same tricks they used during the revolution to grab 

power and establish their rule over the Iranian people, the clandestine 
position group calling itself the Iran Civil Servants Association said in 
1 re inniversary letter circulated in Iran. "The ruling mullahs 


s; they have not bene- 
d to set up a viable 
i 


have learned no new tricks during the past four yea 
fit from their experience in office and have faile 

2 ‘+ . ' E ~ait 
ystem of government or political order,” the letter sé 
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The a: iation also "regretfully" notes that the opposition groups, 





i c zo 5 a ~ + 4 a > 
asnecially those based abroad, have also failed to learn the necessary 
techni -~, mould themselves into a viable political organisation capable 
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he 1 me's record the association said: Khomeini, as the founder and 
‘roof the school of Velavat-e-Faghih, was from the very first days of 
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